
Daviess County High School 
School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

February 25, 2013 

 
The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, February 25, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS 
Media Center.  Present were:  Matt Mason, Rob Southard, Lisa Hyland, Ann Koshy, Jason Smith, and  
Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 
 
Mr. Mason called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and reflection. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Jason Smith and seconded 
by Ann Koshy. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Mason presented the Minutes from the January 28, 2013 meeting.  A motion to accept the minutes as written was 
made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Rob Southard. 
 
Financial Report 
Mr. Mason presented the Financial Report to the Council.  The reports were reviewed and there were no questions. 
 
End of Course (EOC)/Plan Test Results 
Mr. Mason addressed the council with the following updates: 

 Central Office will send testing charts soon. 

 On March 11, 2013, teachers will be meeting with Central Office personnel and DCHS administrative staff to 
discuss middle school testing results.  DCHS teachers will also be acknowledged for their hard work in preparing 
for testing. 

 EOC looks great.  Some tests showed improvement and some remained the same: Science was up, Social Studies 
did very well (more Distinguished than Novice), and English stayed the same. 

 Teachers have been working very hard and the momentum is amazing! 

 March 5 is the school-wide testing date and we are very excited. 

 PLAN Test results show and 18.1% composite score – 17th in the State now (top 5 of public schools). 

 DCHS is doing all we can possibly do to prepare our students. 
 
Trimester Follow-up/Scheduling Committee Update 
Mr. Mason shared the following information regarding scheduling possibilities:  

 The Scheduling Committee is still reviewing data for schedule ideas. 

 The Committee is making up more specific questions to present to faculty and parents. 

 Central Office has some concerns about changing the schedule.  They believe both schools need to stay on the 
same schedule. 

o Mr. Mason has been in touch with Mr. Broughton and he is open to discussing possible changes. 
o A parent representative suggested AHS send an email to their faculty/parents to share our scheduling 

ideas.  Mr. Mason responded that it is not a good idea because it may be conceived that we are 
absolutely changing our schedule and that is not the case, we are just researching options and it is still 
only at the Committee level. 

 
Scheduling Course Changes/Addendums: 

 Band PE Credit (for incoming freshmen only) - Mr. Dale, DCHS Band Director, submitted a rationale sheet for 
council members to review.  This specifically asks that Freshman Band “A” count as the freshman PE credit 
(again, this will only apply to the incoming freshman starting the 2013-2014 school year). 

o A parent representative asked if there are any downfalls to allowing this request 
 Mr. Hume (Guidance Counselor) said PE teachers are fine with the proposal.  The Health portion 

of the credit is still required, so there is no downfall. 



Scheduling Course Changes/Addendums (cont’d): 

 Academic Enrichment – This class addresses skills for students with special needs. 
o Staffing may be an issue. 
o A teacher representative asked if this mimics a resource class.  

 Mr. Hume compared it to an advanced reading class taught by a special ed teacher. 
 We must make sure we have something available for students who start struggling since actual 

resource classes were cut. 
o This will help our GAP scores. 
o These classes will be considered a less restrictive environment. 
o A teacher representative asked if these classes will be capped.  If they are not capped, will the teacher 

assigned to the class still be able to achieve the goal? 
 Mr. Hume and Mr. Mason don’t anticipate that very many students will be eligible.  IEP is 

required. 
o A parent representative asked if we can really support this as far as staffing 

 Mr. Mason would like to have it available; there’s a chance the class may not even make. 
 Mr. Hume would like to have it set up as teacher recommendation only (again, comparing it to 

Advanced Reading where students don’t sign up for the class, it is by teacher recommendation). 
 
Mr. Mason asked the Council to consider passing the two recommendations so information can be shared before 2013-
2014 scheduling begins.  A motion to approve the proposed scheduling changes/addendums was made by Ann Koshy and 
was seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts.  The council vote was unanimous. 
 
School Improvement & Instruction 

Good News: 

 Early Release was a great success.  Students who did not qualify attended sessions that were beneficial.  The 
guest speakers seemed to be well-received. 

 A teacher representative asked if the new ACT scores are available prior to the next early release date (April 26th), 
will those scores be used to determine ER eligibility?  Mr. Mason said they will be used if the scores are received 
in time. 

 Sadie Hawkins dance was good.  There were some students dancing inappropriately and became upset because 
the situation was addressed by Administrators.   Mr. Mason said inappropriate dancing will not be tolerated and 
he hopes students will understand and follow dance guidelines so everyone can have fun. 

o A parent representative asked if there was a lot of inappropriate dancing going on because some 
students shared concerns with their parents.  Mr. Mason reiterated that some students were advised to 
stop dancing inappropriately. 

   
Parent Communication 
The following concerns were shared by the SBDM parent representatives: 

 Early Release information for parents – Are parents advised that students who do not qualify for early release are 
attending actual classes and not just staying behind to hear guest speakers and such?  There is a concern about 
the number of students whose parents call to check them out during that time.  Checkouts seem a bit excessive 
on those days.  Perhaps parents are not aware that the purpose of that time is to allow those students to bridge 
the gap for college & career readiness (CCR) and students are receiving additional Math & Reading assistance. 

o Mr. Mason advised the council that a paper was sent home at the beginning of the year advising parents 
of ER sessions.  Also, the front office has, in the past, explained the importance of students staying to 
parents who were checking their students out. 

 It was suggested that a One Call be sent to the parents of students who do not qualify for the next early release, 
to advise them of the importance of the intervention sessions and the benefits it will provide for their child. 

 
Student Communication 
Morgan Carrico shared the following student concerns with the council: 

 Student tours for incoming freshmen seem a bit chaotic and students conducting the tours wondered if they 
could have more time because it’s really difficult to be thorough with so little time. 

 



Student Communication (cont’d) 
o Mr. Mason said unfortunately there is a lot of information that must be covered in a very short time.  

Perhaps students doing the tours can hit the “highlights” of the building during this visit, knowing 
freshman will have more exposure during freshman orientation. 

 Students have asked for a 3rd line in the cafeteria during power break to allow more students to purchase food. 
o Mr. Mason said that is not possible because of cafeteria staffing and the need to prepare for lunch. 

 Some students have asked if it might be possible to have make-up testing on Fridays. 
o Mr. Mason does not believe there will be enough students who would actually stay on a Friday 

afternoon. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comments were expressed. 
 
Teacher Comment 

 Some teachers have expressed concern about being on Snow Schedule for the Renaissance Rally.  The rally has 
exceeded the hour snow schedule in years past, so teachers have asked if the agenda for the rally shows it will 
exceed an hour, would it be possible to go ahead and make an alternate schedule? This will allow teachers to 
prepare for the day. 

o Mr. Mason will consider the request and will see if there is a modified schedule that can be used. 
 
Prior Meeting Concerns and Follow-up: 

No issues were discussed 
  

Next Meeting 
The next SBMD meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 25, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. in the Media Center. 
 
Adjourn: 
Motion to adjourn at 4:19 p.m. was made by Rob Southard and seconded by Jason Smith. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


