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The Daviess County High School SBDM council held a meeting on Monday, October 26, 2015, at 

3:31 p.m. in the DCHS Media Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Chad Askins, Stephen Hall, Jessica 

Grimsley, Laurie Campbell, and Lisa Hyland.  Evan Clark, student representative, was unable to attend. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Lisa Hyland and 

seconded by Chad Askins.  Consensus was reached. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Mason presented the draft minutes from the September 29, 2015 meeting.  A motion to approve the 

minutes as submitted was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Chad Askins.  Consensus was 

reached. 

 

FINANCE REPORTS 

Financial reports were reviewed by the council. Mr. Mason reminded the council they can talk to Tammy 

Hoffman if there are any questions or concerns regarding finance information. 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY NEW COURSE INFORMATION – FIRST READING 

Mr. Mason shared a packet outlining new Information Technology Pathway courses that are offered at 

DCHS (beginning the second nine week grading period). 

 Chris Renfrow will teach the courses listed in the outline. 

 This new position was created and approved by the Board/Central Office.  DCHS administrators 

had to fill Mr. Renfrow’s Social Studies position and implement the new classes very quickly. 

 New Information Technology classes being taught this 9-weeks grading period are: 

o Intro to Computer Science (9-weeks course) 

o Web Page Development (9-weeks course) 

o Intro to Networking Concepts (9-weeks course) 

o Descriptions of each course/Pathway were discussed and are outlined in the packet 

presented to the council. 

 Other classes in the IT Pathway that will be offered in the future: 

o Computer Hardware and Software Maintenance (18-weeks course) 

o Computational Thinking (18-weeks course) 

o Web Site Design and Production (18-weeks course) 

o Help Desk Operations (18-weeks course) 

o Management of Support Services (18-weeks course) 

o Information Technology Co-op (18-weeks course) 

o Descriptions of each course/Pathway are outlined in the packet presented to the council. 

 Jessica Grimsley asked what Mr. Renfrow’s certification is.  Mr. Mason said he is KDE approved. 

 Lisa Hyland asked if some of the courses are already being taught.  Mr. Mason said yes, they had to 

start because timing was an issue. 

 

A motion to approve the first reading of the new DCHS Information Technology Pathways and 

correspondence classes, to be taught by Chris Renfrow, was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by 

Lisa Hyland.  Consensus was reached. 

 

 



SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND INSTRUCTION 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

 School accountability numbers will be shared very soon. 

 PLC data has not been reviewed just yet.  Departments are looking at ways to continue improving.  

Once all plans have been submitted and reviewed, Mr. Mason will share the data with the council. 

 

GOOD NEWS 

Mr. Mason shared updates on school events and school sports: 

 We continue celebrating staff and student success for test scores: 

o To celebrate the announcement of being named a Distinguished school, faculty and staff 

celebrated with cake and chips/salsa. Last week, all faculty and staff were treated to a special 

lunch catered by Salsaritas. 

o Our student success celebration is scheduled for Monday, November 2
nd

.  Food and fun 

activities are planned for students.  Ideas were submitted by the Leading Ladies and Wise 

Guys clubs to help make the celebration impactful for students. 

o We have had great extra-curricular activities going on this fall.  We have been blessed with 

such a great start to the school year! 

 

PARENT COMMUNICATION 

DCHS parent representatives shared the following concerns: 

 Lisa Hyland asked about the effectiveness of MyMathLab (computerized math class) compared to 

teaching it in the more traditional way (book).  Mr. Mason said he doesn’t have data available to 

answer that. 

o Ms. Hyland said a parent, who has a student in a Pre-AP math class and is using MyMath 

Lab, believes it is more like a self-taught class.  There is some concern that when a student 

using MyMath Lab has a question regarding a math problem, there may be a line of students 

waiting to talk with the teacher, making help seem less accessible. 

o Ms. Hyland asked how many of the advanced or mid-level classes are currently using that 

program. 

o Mr. Mason said information shows the program seems to be effective for students who may 

struggle a bit, but not necessarily for the more advanced students. 

o Jessica Grimsley said her son uses MyMath Lab in his class and there are several options for 

ways to get assistance (videos, etc.) that may not be used to the full advantage. 

o Math and biology college courses currently use MyMath Lab. 

o With regards to the more advanced classes; MyMath Lab can be effective for the more 

motivated students by opening other sections within the program. 

o Mr. Mason said teachers need to be sure that MyMath Lab is used as a resource - not as a 

teaching replacement. 

o Intermediate Algebra is seeing some “productive struggles”. 

o Math 150 College Algebra uses MyMath Lab; the more upper-level classes do not seem to 

use it as often. 

o Mr. Mason has talked with some students who struggle in math and are using MyMath Lab 

and those students say the program has helped them tremendously. 

o Mr. Mason asks teachers who use MyMath Lab to be sure to check students’ work and give 

feedback on their assignments. 

o Ms. Hyland reiterated that the parents who expressed the concern were not upset; they were 

just curious of the effectiveness of the program. 

 

 Mr. Mason said the AP exam results have improved. 

 Mr. Mason said he is working on getting numbers for 9 and 18 week failure information.  He is 

having the information broken down by grade levels, departments, and special services students.  

The report does not currently show multiple failures (some students may have failed more than one 

class). 



 Ms. Hyland asked if there was any follow-up with regards to the school news not being shown to 

students in 3
rd

 period PE classes.  Mr. Mason said the televisions in the lobby were just turned on.  

Ms. Hyland asked if the important information shown on the news is getting delivered to students 

through their advocates during CCR time.  Perhaps advocate teachers can recap important 

news/information to students in case they missed seeing it on the news that day (i.e., students missed 

the announcement(s) for Student Council elections). 

o Mr. Askins suggested that information be noted on the screens in the lobby. 

o Mr. Mason said time was built in the to the 3
rd

 block schedule to allow for the school news.  

He said he could look at altering the schedule to have the news shown during CCR rather 

than during 3
rd

 block. 

 

TEACHER COMMUNICATION 

DCHS teacher representatives shared the following concerns: 

 Stephen Hall said a few teachers have asked that teachers who take students out of class for a field 

trip or class activity can get their list of participating students sent out quicker (rather than waiting 

until the morning of the event).  Mr. Mason said he will address that concern with teachers. 

 Jessica Grimsley said teachers have asked why the gate in the back parking lot is locked in the 

afternoon.  Mr. Mason said due to construction, there are 60-75 parking spots that are unavailable to 

students.  Because of the heavy congestion in the back lot, the gate is locked from 3:15pm to 

approximately 3:35pm.  This makes traffic flow in one direction (toward the front lot) and makes is 

safer for students who are walking to/from their vehicle. 

o Laurie Campbell asked if locking the gates during that time is temporary.  Mr. Mason said he 

likes the idea of all vehicles going in one direction because it slows down the travel speed, so 

they may continue that practice even after construction is complete. 

 

STUDENT COMMUNICATION 

 Nickel Wars collections are getting ready to begin. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 

There were no public comments communicated. 

 

 

PRIOR MEETING CONCERNS & FOLLOW UP 

 Laurie Campbell asked if replacement testing for the ACT Explore and Plan tests have been 

announced yet.  Mr. Mason said nothing has been mentioned yet.  Freshmen and sophomore students 

are being advised to sign up to take the ACT.  The PSAT is mainly for sophomore students seeking 

the National Merit. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next DCHS SBDM meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 30, 2015, at 3:30 p.m., in the DCHS 

Media Center.   

 

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn at 4:10 p.m. was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Jessica Grimsley.  

Consensus was reached. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


