
Daviess County High School 

School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

September 25, 2014 - Approved 

 

The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Thursday, September 25, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. 
in the DCHS cafeteria.  Present were: Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Laurie Campbell, Chad Askins, Jessica 
Grimsley, and Stephen Hall.  Lindsey Howe, student representative, also attended the meeting. 

 
Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 
 

Approval of Agenda 

Matt Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Laurie Campbell 
and seconded by Stephen Hall. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Matt Mason presented the Minutes from the August 25, 2014 meeting.  Laurie Campbell noted an error under 

the Parent Communication section.  A motion to approve the Minutes, with the correction, was made by Lisa 
Hyland and seconded by Chad Askins. 

 
Junior Civitan Club Proposal – First Reading 

Deputy Tom Whitford (DCHS School Resource Office) would like to propose organizing a Junior Civitan Club 

for DCHS students.  An overview of the club’s mission was shared with council members.  

 Tom Whitford, Lisa Burns-Kirby, and Chris Saalwaechter will sponsor the club.  

 The club promotes good citizenship and volunteerism: Will work with the elderly and people with special 
needs. 

 Twelve DCHS students have already agreed to join the club and the sponsors believe they will have at 
least 30 members if the club is approved. 

 Daviess County Middle School’s club has been very successful.  

 The council had a few questions: 

o Q: Will this club duplicate any work or service of any existing DCHS club? 
A: Not that they are aware of. 

o Q: Is this club’s Code of Conduct the same at every school?  A: Yes. 

o Q: How often will the club meet?  A: Two times each month at 3:30 p.m. 
o Q: Are all club meetings just meetings or will services be conducted during that time as well?    

A: The scheduled club meeting times are informational for students.  Additional meetings will be 
held after school (those are to work on community service projects).  

o Q: Will this club meet year-round or just during the school months?  A: Year round. 

o Q: Will the club have a budget?  A: Yes, but there will be no cost to the students.  
o Q: If the club is approved, will you all start immediately?  A:  Yes. 

o If the first reading is passed, the club would like to begin meeting to discuss opportunities.  
 
A motion to pass the first reading to approve the Junior Civitan Club at DCHS was made by Laurie Campbell 

and seconded by Barney Hall.  
 

School Improvement and Instruction/Good News: 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 
o Testing day went well.  Testing results are back and administrators are working to organize data 

retreats.  Testing results will be provided to students and parents.  
 Laurie Campbell asked if the results from the Practice ACT will be analyzed to figure out 

needs for CCR time.  Mr. Mason said yes.  
 Lisa Hyland asked how parents can get their child’s testing scores.  Mr. Mason said the 

information will be sent home with students and followed up with a One Call.  



o ACT results are embargoed until October 1.  The results are great!  
o A Professional Development day is scheduled for September 26.  Teachers will have eight hours 

of training. 
 

Good News: 

 Senior Nights for sports are beginning. 

 DCHS Band was named Grand Champion last weekend.  

 DCHS Academic team is competing and doing well! 

 Senior rewards day was perfect.  Thanks to Texas Roadhouse and Malco Theaters.  Our students were 
tremendous.  This was a reward for their 20.8 ACT score as juniors.  

 
Teacher Communication 

There were no teacher concerns expressed. 

 
Student Communication 

Lindsey Howe did not have any student communication to share.  
 

Parent Communication 

 Laurie Campbell shared the following information: 
o A parent expressed concerns regarding Infinite Campus and how mid-term grades might be 

affected when an assignment is issued but the due date extends beyond mid-term.  Would like to 
know if there is a standard practice for teachers to follow for posting mid-term grades. 

o Would like to make sure the ACT practice test scores are correlated with CCR. 
o Need to start looking at analysis for trimester vs. semester failure grades. 

 Lisa Hyland shared the following information: 

o Suggested DCHS place plaques in the school lobby to recognize student testing scores (i.e., name 
plates for students who score a 30-37 on the ACT).  Mr. Mason said we are already a step ahead; 

Susan Colbert has a big screen television in front of her CCR room that will show student 
pictures and achievements.  There is still work to be done on our end.  

o What percentage of seniors retake the ACT to improve scores?  Mr. Mason sent some data to the 

council (today) that shows a lot of information.  That information still needs to be broken down 
some more.  Students will probably continue taking the ACT because of requirements.  

o What is the necessity of getting a hall pass to go to morning tutoring?  A student attended 
afternoon tutoring but needed additional time; didn’t return in the morning because he/she did 
not have a hall pass.  Mr. Mason asked if the student was stopped in the hall that morning.  Mrs. 

Hyland said no, the student was just under the impression students couldn’t enter without a hall 
pass.  Mr. Mason said students can go to morning tutoring and if they are stopped, they can 

advise the teacher that he/she is going to tutoring.  Mrs. Hyland will share information with the 
parent. 

o There has been some concern for the number of students in the lobby in the mornings before the 

bell rings; is the gym/cafeteria open to students?  Mr. Mason said the cafeteria and gym are both 
open to students until 8:00 a.m.  Students also have access to the Media Center to study if 

needed. 
o There are some concerns about how CCR is graded.  Is there consistency as to how the grades 

are applied?  Mr. Mason said we are just now able to establish something in Infinite Campus.  

There were a lot of technology issues that were ironed out last week.  Currently, grades are based 
on good faith.  Mrs. Hyland asked if CCR will be a pass/fail or graded class.  Mr. Mason said 

that is still being assessed. 
o Mr. Mason asked the council about recent concerns regarding the DCHS Dance Policy.  

 Laurie Campbell received five emails and some phone calls.  Most of her communication has 

been one-on-one. 
o Laurie Campbell was invited to attend a recent PAWS meeting to hear their 

input/concerns.  



o Parent input has been a mixed bag; some are against the change and some are for it.  
o Parents have shared some suggestions.  All suggestions submitted so far will still have 

pros and cons. 
o Parents feel there is inconsistency between Prom and Homecoming. 

o Parents have expressed concern about the timing of the change (waiting until the 
beginning of the school year to share information was a concern).  

o Feels there might need to be some clarification; there seems to be a lot of 

misinformation in the community. 

 Lisa Hyland agrees with Mrs. Campbell’s response and has had the same experience. 

 

DCHS Dance Policy 

Mr. Mason stated that all correspondence submitted to him regarding dance policy concerns have been shared 
with SBDM (emails and face-to-face meetings) for documentation. 

 Laurie Campbell asked if comparing this year’s homecoming to last year’s… Was it safer? 

o Mr. Mason said approximately 300-350 students attended this year’s homecoming (not 1,200 as 
quoted in the newspaper).  There were no disciplinary issues.  The dance was held in the auxiliary 

gym. 
o There are different ideas on what to do: 

 Some parents want to change back to the original policy. 

 It was suggested that a breathalyzer be used on ALL students who attend a dance. 
 It was suggested not to allow younger students to attend dances.  

 It was suggested that guests pay for background checks in order to attend a dance. 
 Some parents are concerned about the perception of DCHS in our community.  
 It was suggested that the school only sell a pre-set number of tickets; first come, first 

served if numbers are an issue. 
 There was a list of proposed changes written by some parents that was given to Mrs. 

Campbell (and shared with the council).  
o Mrs. Campbell noted that she is not sure that what she has heard would improve safety.  

 Lisa Hyland share the following information: 

o Some parents agree with not allowing non-graduates, but they feel other high school students 
should be allowed. 

o Parents have questioned why DCHS graduates (who were in good standing) cannot attend.  
o There are DCHS students who are involved in “outside” clubs that encourage students to be 

active in school activities (attend dances).  
o There have been concerns about the monetary effects this will have for dance sponsors.  
o Some parents have expressed concern about how much time addressing this issue has taken away 

from academics. 
o Parents have expressed concern about the Media’s involvement and the negative light it has on 

DCHS. 
o It was suggested that parents help chaperone dances.  Students may react differently to this 

suggestion (some students might be uncomfortable with that idea; others would be okay with it). 

 Laurie Campbell asked the teacher representatives if they have received communication regarding the 
dance policy. 

o Mr. Mason has encouraged students to meet with him.  Students who have met with him have 
shared concerns and suggestions.  

o Stephen Hall received no parent communication but was contacted by two students (one through 
email and one in person).  He also received information that was forwarded to him from other 
SBDM representatives. 

o Jessica Grimsley received no communication (other than what was forwarded to her from 
SBDM). 

o Chad Askins heard from two parents, three students (emails), and one contract that a student 
created.  A copy of that contract was shared with SBDM. 
 



 Mr. Mason asked if there were any teacher concerns shared:  

o A teacher who chaperoned the homecoming said it was probably one of the best dances because it 
was “clean” dancing.  

 Laurie Campbell indicated it will be best at this time to listen to public concerns.  She asked when the 

next dance is scheduled.  Mr. Mason said there is not one scheduled at this time.  The Pantherettes were 
going to host a Neon Dance but a date hasn’t been established (they scheduled a date, but Pantherettes 

had something come up).  
 

Public Communication 

Approximately 50 parents/visitors were in attendance.  Each person was allowed three minutes to speak: 
 

 Cheryl Frakes 
o Has two students at DCHS and is not in support of the change.  

o Develop a task force regarding school safety.  
o A 66% drop in ticket sales is a loud voice that this change is not what students want. 

 Kim Lawrence 

o Has a senior at DCHS and has not heard of any incidents regarding safety.  
o Wants assurance that the students who helped put on the event at the Fairground will not have 

any retribution.  Mr. Mason assured her that will not happen. 
o Sporting events do not screen people. 

o If the policy doesn’t change, she knows for a fact that the Jr. Fair Board is prepared to host more 
dances. 

o Mr. Mason responded that sporting events are open to public; dances are restricted.  

 Isaac Ralph 
o The council keeps bringing up this security 

 Why aren’t school buses a safety issue – Catholic students ride without background 
checks. 

 Dirty dancing is not a safety issue.  
 Still doesn’t understand reasoning; no real reason has been substantiated.  
 Increase number of chaperones.  

 Morgan Montgomery 
o Senior at DCHS 

o We are getting a bad reputation. 
o Created a contract that was shared with the council (student read contract).  
o Wants council to review contract.  

 Sara Ralph 
o Has a student at DCHS. 

o July agenda didn’t specifically indicate dance policy. Said minutes from that meeting are not 
online.  The issue was brought up in May.  There was no June meeting.  The policy was passed at 

the July meeting.  The council should follow procedures.  
o Dance tickets were sold at the door for this year’s homecoming (we didn’t follow our own 

policy). 

o Is the issue more of what’s convenient?  Understands dances are a pain.  Is that the issue?  
o Emailed entire council but only heard from Mr. Mason. 

o Believes this discriminates.  How many girls does this affect? 
o Students feel they will be punished if they express their concerns.  
o It is not fair that kids who do the right thing are punished.  

 Jane Panel 
o We all want our kids to be safe. 

o Can we raise the price of the ticket by $1.00 and have extra security/chaperones (to avoid parent 
chaperones)? 

o If capacity is an issue, limit ticket sales which will encourage students to purchase tickets early.  



o Move dance to bigger gym to have more space.  

 Julie Stratton 

o Daughter graduated last year; has a junior at DCHS.  
o Big DCHS fan. 

o Son dates a girl from another school and she purchased homecoming dress before notified of new 
policy.  

o Forms from other schools seem to work. 
o Has been to dances and never felt safety as a concern.  

 Lane Brasher 

o Sent Mr. Mason an email with suggestions for changes 
 Older kids should fill out paperwork and pay for background checks.  

 Possible task force for chaperones to commit (use some parents).  
o Students will jump through hoops to attend.  

 Kim Settle 

o Has a junior at DCHS. 
o Never heard of safety issues and not sure why the change made for a possible incident that 

happened 2-3 years ago.  Why wasn’t the change made right away?  Why now?  
o Why were tickets sold at the door this year?  She has worked dances (planning) and there was 

always a minimum ticket sales required by a certain date and no tickets were sold at the door.  
o Knows safety is a key word, but not sure that is all that’s going on.  

 Melanie Montgomery 

o Morgan Montgomery’s mother.  
o This school is getting the worse reputation in the area over this.  

o Why not a county-wide solution/resolution? 
o No one knew about the change until it was in the student agenda.  There was no communication 

to students or parents. 
o OCHS does a breathalyzer on every student going in and out of their dances.  
o The Fair Board will have a prom, if necessary. 

o Because of one incident, things change?  It doesn’t make sense.  

 Zetta Carman 

o Two students attending DCHS. 
o DCHS administrators work tirelessly to make sure kids are safe.  
o Catholic High doesn’t allow freshmen to their dances.  

o Change isn’t fun.  
o Change wasn’t made to pick on seniors.  

o Has attended many site base meetings and was the only parent at the meeting.  Said she has not 
seen any of the parents at any other site base meetings regarding academic decisions.   

o It’s sad that homecoming sales were down, but the Fair Board could have made their dance on a 

different night. 

 Brenda Thompson 

o Appreciates administrator’s decisions.  
o This change may not affect everyone, but does affect some.  

o Our students intermingle outside in the community and they should be able to invite students 
outside the school. 

o This may not be as important as academics, but it is still important.  

o This is a close-knit community. 
o Appreciates DCHS is trying to keep kids safe.  There should be consequences when things 

happen. 
o We need to look for a better way to address this and would appreciate some revision to our 

policy. 

 Dana Frakes 
o Senior and cheerleader at DCHS. 

o Does not like new rules. 



o Some students may not go on to college and this is supposed to be exciting and fun.  
o Getting teachers to chaperone this year’s homecoming dance was difficult (she could not get any 

teacher to agree). 
o Doesn’t understand why DCHS graduates would be excluded.  

o DCHS students can cause issues too.  
o The breathalyzer would be a great way to ensure student’s safety. 
o Student said she was never able to see Mr. Mason.  She was told he was not available and was 

turned away in office. 

 Kim Lawrence 

o Chaperones/volunteers need background checks.  A vendor refused background checks, but they 
were still allowed in. 

o Use breathalyzers and get a drug dog. 
 
Mr. Mason reminded everyone that he will make time to meet with anyone who comes to speak with him.  

Kim Lawrence said they need communication from parent representatives.  Lisa Hyland said the parent 
representatives have responded to any email/communication that was sent directly to them.  

 

 Dede Foreman 
o When was the dance policy made and was it passed correctly?  

 The first reading was at the May meeting and fell under Agenda Book Changes on the 
agenda.  There was no June meeting.  The issue was re-addressed at the July meeting. 

 Kim Settle 
o Something as small as a dance can affect a high school experience.  This can affect them 10 to 20 

years down the road.  As an alumni, if students don’t have a good experience, they may walk 
away and not support DCHS in future (i.e., Foundations, etc.)  

 Kim Lawrence 

o This is affecting her son’s grades. 
o Our kids are the cream of the crop. 

 
Mr. Mason said the next regular meeting is scheduled for October 27th.  If a special meeting is called, we will 

send a One Call to parents. 
 

Prior Meeting Concerns & Follow-Up 

 Lisa Hyland said the question raised in the last meeting regarding the independent study concern was not 
an Edgenuity class, it was Int. to College Algebra and her child’s teacher has been very responsive.  My 

Math Lab allows students to log on at home on any computer (was not aware of that).  

 Laurie Campbell asked about BYOD – What is the current status on kids working out issues with 

devices?  Mr. Alward said there have been several issues on the District level which created problems. 
There are wireless access points in every building and we have to pay for every connection made to it.  
This has been the biggest obstacle, but it is out of our control.  The Board has been very responsive.  

Issues have made students go on and off BYOD.  Things are fixed now and running smooth.  
o What percentage of BYOD are non-computer devices?  Mr. Alward is not sure, but will get those 

numbers. 

 Mr. Mason mentioned concern about exam exemptions.  When we were previously on a 4x4 block, we 

didn’t offer an “A” exemption.  There is concern about the fairness in allowing students in a 9-week class 
that extra exemption. 

o Laurie Campbell asked how we move forward with this.  

 Mr. Mason will get information and share with council via email.  
 

Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, October 27, 2014. 
 

 



Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 6:10 p.m. was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Stephen Hall. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


