
Daviess County High School 

School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

May 12, 2014 

 

The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, May 12, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. in the 

DCHS conference room.  Present were: Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Laurie Campbell, Jessica Grimsley-Mounts, 

Parker Driskill and Stephen Hall.  Isaac O’Bryan (student representative) was not present. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:33 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Lisa Hyland and 

seconded by Laurie Campbell. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Matt Mason presented the Minutes from the April 28, 2014 meeting.  A motion to approve the Minutes was 

made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Parker Driskill. 

 

Financial Report 

DCHS financial reports were reviewed by the council.  Mr. Mason mentioned that the wrestling team will make 

up their deficit by hosting a summer camp.  There were no additional concerns. 

 

Writing Continuum 

During the April 28, 2014, SBDM meeting, Jennifer Higdon shared a copy of the DCPS Writing Continuum for 

Grades 9-12.  At that time, Mrs. Higdon asked the Council to review the material and it would be revisited 

during the May meeting. 

 

Mrs. Higdon asked the council if there were any questions or concerns regarding the proposed Writing 

Continuum: 

 There may be some concern whether all areas are required to complete the LDC/MDC writing 

component: 

o NJROTC has their own set curriculum 

o Math is integrated through the GATES program (MDC) 

 We must have a formal Writing Policy.  That policy can be added as an addendum as long as it’s in place 

for the 2014-2015 school year.  Mrs. Higdon will check on our Writing Policy. 
 

Student Agenda Handbook 

Mr. Blue shared the proposed changes for the 2014-2015 student agenda handbook: 

 Dance Procedures:  All DCHS dances, with the exception of prom, will be open only to DCHS students.  

For prom, only students who are currently enrolled in a high school will be considered eligible to attend 

(completion and approval of the guest verification form will still be required for any non-DCHS 

student). 

o Safety is the primary concern.  DCHS administrators have control over DCHS students attending 

dances and have knowledge of those students.  The number of non-DCHS students attending 

dances has increased.  For example, there were 957 kids who attended last year’s Homecoming 

dance and 117 of those were guests (non-DCHS students).  The Neon Dance had 429 attendees 

and 55 of those were guests. 

o Some students were inviting more than one guest to a dance (some were trying to bring two to 

three friends each). 

o Social media is also a major concern.  Some students may not even really know the person they 

invite to a dance because they met through social media. 



o Question: Are DCHS dances fundraisers for some clubs/groups?  Yes -Homecoming is a 

fundraiser for the cheerleaders and Sadie Hawkins is sponsored by Pantherettes.  Prom is not a 

fundraiser.   

o Question: Can students who are currently enrolled in a Home-School attend prom?  Yes. 

o The Council agreed that safety is the primary concern. 

 PIP forms (Personal Improvement Plan) are used to notify parents/guardians that a student is failing a 

class.  Those forms are currently sent home with Progress Reports.  We will no longer use those 

forms; instead, all teachers will be required to make personal contact with the parent/guardian of any 

student who is in danger of failing a class. 

 Discipline Leveling: The DCHS handbook currently uses a leveling system to explain disciplinary 

penalties.  We have created a table format to make it easier to understand.  There are no changes in 

disciplinary actions; it will simply be easier to read. 

 

A motion to approve the first reading for the proposed changes to the DCHS Student Agenda was made by 

Parker Driskill and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts.  The vote was unanimous.  

  

EOC Exams: 
During the April SBDM meeting, Mr. Mason asked the council to consider increasing the weight of the End-of-

Course Exams from 10% to 20%. 

 

There were no major concerns expressed by the council.  The teacher representatives said there has been some 

concern expressed by the Math Department, particularly because of the recent schedule change (concerned there 

may be too many changes occurring at once).  All other departments seemed to be on board with the change. 

   

A motion to pass the request to increase the weight of the End of Course Exams (EOC) from 10% to 20% for the 

2014-2015 school year was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Parker Driskill.  The vote was 

unanimous. 

 

School Improvement and Instruction/Good News: 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

 On-Demand testing (K-Prep) is scheduled to begin May 15. 

 AP testing is going extremely well. 

 End of school activities are coming up (graduation is scheduled for May 30
th

). 

 May 30
th

 is the last day of school. 

 Senior week begins May 27. 

 Senior Awards Night was May 1 and it was incredible.  To date, there have been 7.5 million dollars in 

scholarships awarded to DCHS seniors. 

 Prom went very well.  The DJ did a fantastic job controlling the dance (he would change music if he 

noticed any problems).  The dance was very school-friendly. 

 DCHS PAWS After-Prom-Party was a success.  Over $3,500 in cash was given away.  Kudos to our 

PAWS Organization for another terrific APP! 

 The regional track meet begins tonight (May 12). 

 Tennis state tournament begins May 16 and May 17. 

 

Teacher Communication 

The following concerns were shared through the SBDM teacher representatives: 

 Some teachers do not like the idea of changing the prom time from midnight to 11:00pm.  They are 

concerned that the APP (PAWS After Prom Party) will end at the same time bars close, etc., and are 

concerned that it might be a safety issue. 

o A parent representative suggested that when considering changing the time of the dance, it might 

be good to involve Guidance to consider psychology of students and to look at the statistics of 



accidents for students who do and don’t attend an after-prom event.  Mr. Mason said he will 

check with Carrie Kimbrell and Deputy Tom Whitford to see if they have any statistics available. 

o It was suggested that even if the time for prom changes, perhaps the APP could last longer.  Mr. 

Mason said it is difficult to determine what time is “safe” for students to leave. 

 

Parent Communication 

The following concerns were shared by SBDM parent representatives: 

 A parent asked if freshmen students will be watching movies during the On-Demand testing time on 

Thursday, May 15.  Mr. Mason said there might be some downtime, but ideally students will use it as 

study time or work with teachers to make-up missed assignments.  Mr. Mason will mention those 

suggestions on the daily email. 

 

Student Communication 

There were no student concerns shared. 

 

Public Communication 

No public concerns were shared. 

 

Prior Meeting Concerns & Follow-Up 

No issues were discussed. 

 

At 4:38 p.m., Mr. Mason asked the Council to go in to a closed session.  A motion to approve the request was 

made by Parker Driskill and seconded by Barney Hall.  At 5:16 p.m., a motion to dismiss from the closed 

session was made by Parker Driskill and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 

 

Next Meeting 

The Council decided to cancel the June 23
rd

 meeting because there will not be a quorum.  The next regular 

meeting will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, July 28, 2014. 

 

Additional Concern 

A parent representative suggested that the science department consider focusing more on charts and graphs to 

possibly help improve ACT scores in the science section.  What is the science department doing to improve their 

scores?  Mr. Driskill said he advises students to read the test questions first and see if he/she can solve it.  If not, 

he suggests that they begin the process of elimination.  It was asked if graphing should be a separate class or can 

the science department better incorporate charts and graphs into the content as a department.  Mr. Mason said we 

need to have more ACT blitz sessions.  Also, CCR time can be focused more on lower scored sections of certain 

tests (ACT). 

 

The practice ACT will be given at the beginning of the school year and the data we receive will help us focus on 

ways to meet student needs.  We will utilize our CCR time to better prepare students for testing of all types. 

 

Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 5:30 p.m. was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Stephen Hall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


