
Daviess County High School 

School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

August 25, 2014 

 

The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, August 25, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. in 

the large conference room.  Present were: Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Laurie Campbell, Chad Askins, Jessica 

Grimsley, and Stephen Hall.  Lindsey Howe, student representative, also attended the meeting. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:34 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Matt Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Laurie Campbell 

and seconded by Lisa Hyland. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Matt Mason presented the Minutes from the July 28, 2014 meeting.  A motion to approve the Minutes was made 

by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Jessica Grimsley. 

 

Financial Report 

There were no financial reports from the month of July due to budget reviews. 

 

Staffing Update 

Mr. Mason shared the following staffing assignments with the council: 

 Jordan Leach has been hired to fill the vacant science position. 
 

Letter of Understanding 

Mr. Mason shared the 2014-2015 DCHS goals and objectives with the council.  Each council member was asked 

to sign the Letter of Understanding.  A copy of the letter will be sent to Mike Gray at Central Office. 

  

School Improvement and Instruction/Good News: 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

 Opening day was great!  Students, parents, and teachers shared positive comments. 

 Expectations for staff: 

o Teachers have 84 minutes of instructional time and need to make every minute count (using 

differentiated instruction). 

o Teachers must make sure students are learning the content before moving forward. 

o We have received positive feedback from teachers regarding the leveling of classes. 

 Mr. Mason is working with Chad Alward regarding the CCR pass/fail grading system (making it more 

teacher-friendly). 

o A parent representative asked for clarification of what the CCR plans are.  Mr. Mason stated 

students are meeting with their advocate each day for CCR time which includes reading 

comprehension, Leader in Me, math reviews, advocate material turn-in, etc.  Students will also do 

different group sessions depending on needs. 

o A parent representative asked if CCR will still include test prep even after the testing months 

have passed, rather than just having study hall or things of that nature.  Mr. Mason said students 

will continue being prepped; there will also be items that students must complete such as Digital 

Driver’s License (DDL) and the ILP (Individual Learning Plan). 

 

Good News: 

 School testing information is coming in: ACT preliminary scores are 21.2 for a one point jump!  Those 

ACT scores are from the Class of 2014.  Testing as a junior counts unless a student retakes the ACT as a 



senior.  A council member asked what percentage of seniors retake the ACT?  Mr. Mason does not have 

the stats, but will check with Guidance. 

 The DCHS Foundation has been approved by the I.R.S.  They are currently working on designing a 

webpage.  This is a huge opportunity for DCHS alumni and friends! 

 Fall sports are off to a great start – lots of activities going on!  We are keeping a close eye on the heat 

index. 

 

Teacher Communication 

No teacher concerns were expressed. 

 

Parent Communication 

Mr. Mason asked if there are any parent concerns to be shared: 

 Regarding the heat index: Is there a policy established for internal building temperatures, since high 

temperatures can affect learning?  Mr. Mason said it can be a problem but there is no policy.  The school 

air conditioning was off this morning, but the issue was resolved around 8:30 a.m. 

 Scheduling Concern:  Some parents feel there was a lack of communication with students who had 

“holes” (missing classes) in their schedule.  Mr. Mason said the holes in schedules are typically corrected 

by the fifth day.  Holes in schedules for the second 9-weeks are currently being addressed. 

 Parent representatives have received a few calls about the change in the dance policy.  Once the reason 

for the policy change is explained, parents seem to better understand (not all necessarily agree, but they 

seem to understand).  There have been more Facebook posts than calls. 

o Another parent asked if administrators could consider allowing a student who is only one year out 

of high school to attend the dance as a guest provided they pay for a background check.  Mr. 

Mason said we have to provide our students the safest environment possible.  Determining who 

can or can’t attend is difficult and we do not have the capability to run background checks.  Mr. 

Mason said this plan was well thought through before addressing the SBDM and has been 

considered for a couple years. 

o A council member mentioned that Henderson County only allows students to their school dances.  

Mr. Mason said this is not a new policy; it is just new to this area. 

o Mr. Mason reminded the council that Facebook posts can create problems.  When people post 

things and students respond, our students are in jeopardy of suffering school consequences.   

o Mr. Mason wants our students to be involved.  He welcomes any suggestions that will help 

student culture. 

o Mr. Mason said the change in the dance policy was a tough decision, but he believes in it.  

Administrators only want to provide a good and safe environment for our students. 

 A parent representative shared a question about self-taught classes. 

o Q) Is Intro to College Algebra a class you take on the computer with a teacher available to 

answer questions (no direct instruction)?  If that is the case and you are dealing with students 

who didn’t get a certain ACT score, how does that work?  A) Mr. Mason said the only class we 

offer like that is through Edgenuity. 

o Q) If Edgenuity is designed to help students who struggle in a class, how can a student self-

teach?  A) Intro to College Algebra has a math teacher in the classroom. 

o The parent representative was still uncertain how the program works.  Mr. Mason said because of 

enrollment numbers and staffing, we have to offer this type of online courses.  The students who 

are in that class are working to get caught up so they can move on to MA150. 

o Q) Are students able to take another math class along with the Edgenuity class?  A) Yes. 

o A parent representative said it would be interesting to know the extent in which the teacher is 

involved/interacting with students in the online class.  Is there a temptation for teacher(s) not to 

be proactive?  Mr. Mason said parameters are set which work around each student’s level of 

placement.  Mr. Mason said he is confident there is good teacher interaction. 

o Q) Are parameters set up for MA150?  A) Students are Pre and Post-tested.  As soon as students 

complete the course, they are placed in a MA150 class.  The same stands with credit acceleration 

– classes are built around core content. 



 Mr. Mason and our guidance office are still working together to try to facilitate the Associates Degree as 

an option for our students. 

o There are still some barriers (Pre-AP). 

o Our new schedule allows us more opportunities. 

o Another barrier could potentially be our ESL students who are trying to learn our education 

system; some are able to speak English, some cannot.  We need to work to better meet the needs 

of every student, regardless of the barriers.  The District is also addressing the issue. 

 A council member asked if our student enrollment numbers are anywhere close to getting us a new 

teacher.  Mr. Mason said not yet, but we definitely need one.  Mr. Mason reiterated the need for a full 

time Athletic Director position because of the time that position requires. 

 

Student Communication 

Lindsey Howe shared the following student concerns with the council: 

 There have been several concerns expressed about the new dance policy.  It’s mostly from students who 

do not understand the reason behind the policy.  Most of the concerns are being discussed at lunch or 

through social media. 

 Students seemed happy with the first day of school activities.  It gave students a good chance to socialize 

and get comfortable with returning to school.  This seemed especially good for the freshmen.  Mr. Mason 

said our GRIT Team came up with the plan as part of the Leader in Me initiative.  The committee will 

discuss possible changes for next year. 

 Mr. Mason asked if there have been many concerns expressed about BYOD.  Lindsey said there were 

issues the first day of school but not since. 

 

Public Communication 

No public concerns were expressed. 

 

Prior Meeting Concerns & Follow-Up 

No issues were discussed. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, September 29, 2014. 

 

Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 4:49 p.m. was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Chad Askins. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


