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The Daviess County High School SBDM council held a meeting on Tuesday, February 3, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in 

the DCHS Media Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Jessica Grimsley, Chad Askins, Stephen Hall, Lisa 

Hyland and Laurie Campbell.  Lindsey Howe (student representative) did not attend the meeting. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Laurie Campbell 

and seconded by Chad Askins.  Consensus was reached. 

 

Curriculum Changes for 2015-2016 – Second Reading 

At Monday’s meeting (February 2, 2015), the council approved the first reading for all 2015-2016 course 

requests as submitted EXCEPT for the following math requests:  Algebra I Math Lab, Algebra II Math Lab, and 

Probability & Stats.  The following proposals were approved for a first reading: 

 

Science Department requests: 

 Would like to offer AP Physics I & II / Pre-AP Pre-Calculus 

 Would like to offer Fundamentals of Chemistry 

Social Studies Department Requests: 

 Would like to offer AP US History and AP English Language, a combined 36 week (2 credits) course. 

 Would like to offer Abnormal Psychology (.5 credit)  

Drama Department Requests: 

 Would like to offer Acting (18 weeks, 1 credit) 

 Would like to offer Directing (18 weeks; 1 credit) 

Business Department Requests: 

Most of the proposed changes stem from KDE changes to their pathways. 

 Advanced Multimedia (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

--Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course (student application must be completed) 
 

 Multimedia (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

--Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course (student application must be completed) 
 

 Business Management (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

--Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course 
 

 Business Principles and Applications (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course 

 Financial Literacy (existing course) –Currently, it is a 9 week course but would need to be changed to 

an 18 week course to be able to cover all of the material required by MSU.  

 Pathways to Careers Co-op (existing course) – The State will allow us to change our Pathways to 

Careers Co-op to Business Education Co-op if it is taken with a pathway’s capstone course, 

Business Management 
Human Services & Wellness Department Requests: 

 Would like to offer Outdoor Recreation (9 weeks for .5 credit) 

Family & Consumer Science Department Requests: 

The only requests are for course name changes per state requirements (copy of Career Pathways chart was given 

to council members). 

Miscellaneous Course Requests: 

 Would like to offer LEAD 200: Introduction to Leadership Skills 

Offered as 18 week DUAL CREDIT through WKU  



Special Service Course Requests: 

 The special services department has looked closely at students with disabilities.  Particularly for students 

who have a SLD in math goals (not including behavior issues/ADD/ADHD).  Our goal is to get these 

students up to par with students without a math disability.  Mr. Alward showed a power point of a mock 

schedule for the SLD students.  Students identified in this program would take the following course each 

year: 

  9
th

 Grade: Algebra I / Algebra I Lab / Academic Enrichment / Academic Enrichment 

 10
th

 Grade: Geometry / Geometry / Academic Enrichment / Academic Enrichment 

 11
th

 Grade: Algebra II / Probability & Stats / Algebra II / Algebra II 

 12
th

 Grade: Money Skills for Math (co-taught) / Money Skills for Math (co-taught)– then finished 

with math 

**Math teachers will set core standards.  If a student fails a math class, that student will take the 

Math Lab and Academic Enrichment.  Once the student has successfully mastered the standards for 

the class, they will receive a passing grade (D) for the class.  (The grade for Math Lab and 

Enrichment will be based on their performance in those classes). 

**The classes cover the same content, just at a different speed to ensure students master the skills 

necessary to move on to the next level. 

The math department originally proposed the following for the 2015-2016 math curriculum: 

 Pre-Calculus CP Accelerated (for students who do not plan to take AP calculus exam) 

 Algebra I Pre-AP (existing course – pre-requisite change) 18 weeks (1 credit) 

This course will be for students who took Algebra I as an 8
th

 grader and were not able to bring a credit 

due to not making an “A” or “B” and for a student who wants to retake Algebra I who made an “A” or 

“B” in 8
th

 grade. 

 Math Intern (existing course) offered as a 9 weeks (.5 credit) OR 18 weeks (1 credit) 

 Algebra I Math Lab –This course would be required for any Algebra I CP student who makes a grade 

of “C” or “D”.  Students must take the course, but are not required to pass to move on. 

 Alg II Math Lab – All Algebra II CP students would be required to take this course prior to Algebra II 

CP.  Students must take the course, but are not required to pass to move on. 

 Probability & Statistics - This course would be required for all students taking Algebra II CP or 

Algebra II CP-Accelerated.  Pre-AP Algebra II students would not be required to take this course.  This 

course would be taken before the Algebra II EOC exam (so students could take it before or along with 

Algebra II CP).  This course would cover core topics of descriptive statistics, applications of probability, 

inferences and conclusions from data, sequences and series, and more.  Students must take the course, 

but are not required to pass to move on. 

 

Mr. Mason said some of the proposed changes in the math proposals need to be reviewed.  Mr. Mason gave the 

floor to Carrie Whitmer (math academy dean).  Several teachers from the math department were also present. 

 

Carrie Whitmer shared information regarding some math classes currently offered: 

 DCHS currently offers an Algebra I Math Lab designed to target incoming freshmen with lower math 

scores (based on their MAP scores).  Students can earn a .5 credit (elective) but they are not required to 

pass to move forward.  It is currently offered after students take Algebra I. 

 Students who fail Algebra I CP, have to retake (and pass) the class to get the credit. 

 The current Algebra II Math Lab targets students who didn’t score well on the EXPLORE/PLAN tests. 

 Math department says math is a skill that students must practice to be successful.  They believe the class 

time lost due to changing to the 4x4 block schedule has adversely affected some of the weaker math 

students. 

 

Areas of concern regarding the original math proposals are: 

Algebra I Math Lab, Alg II Math Lab, and Probability & Statistics 
o Probability & Stats was specifically asked for because math teachers are not able to cover that 

content in class and the material is necessary to be successful on the Alg II EOC. 

 



o Lisa Hyland said she has some concerns for students who already struggle in math, but do not 

have a math disability.  Those students in CP would be required to take Algebra I Lab / Algebra I 

/ Algebra II Math Lab / Geometry / Probability & Stats / Algebra II.  There is also a concern that 

it could be challenging for those particular students to take other classes that may be of interest 

to them. 

o Laurie Campbell said she understands the need for extra time in a class but believes that could be 

an issue for all areas.  Mrs. Campbell also said her first concern is whether or not students can 

take math classes and still have time to take courses of other interest.  “Completers” could 

possibly be affected. 

o Carrie Whitmer said it could be possible for students to take Probability & Stats along with 

Algebra II if necessary.  Their main intent is to get more students on track and have fewer 

failures. 

 Laurie Campbell said science scores need improvement as well.  How can we justify allowing math 

more time as opposed to other core-content courses? 

o Carrie Whitmer said Math and English are probably most important for the foundation of testing.  

She believes high school English is basically redefining and polishing skills already in place. 

o Carrie said there is a trend of improved ACT math scores because of increased math 

requirements (shared a copy of math ACT scores from 2011-2012). 

 A parent said she had students who went a semester without math and it was a struggle for them to 

“catch up”.  She would like to see year-round math offered. 

 

Mr. Mason shared a copy of a revised math curriculum proposal with the council for students in the CP 

track (CP and CP Accelerated): 

o Algebra I 

o Math Academic Enrichment** 

o Geometry 

o Math Academic Enrichment** 

o Probability & Stats* 

o Alg II  

*Probability & Stats must be taken before or simultaneously with Algebra II 

**Students will take Academic enrichment if they fail any math course the prior term.  Students that 

have demonstrated standards based mastery will be able to move to the next level of math and 

receive a passing grade in the previous course. 

 

The council and attending math teachers continued discussions regarding concerns for the proposed 

curriculum changes. 

 

A motion to pass the second reading for approval of all 2015-2016 course requests EXCEPT for Algebra I 

Math Lab, Algebra II Math Lab, and Probability & Stats, was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by 

Chad Askins.  Consensus was reached. 

 

The council will review the new math proposal and will hold special-called meetings for first and second 

readings on the following dates: 

 First Reading – Monday, February 9
th

 (7:30 a.m. in the DCHS large conference room) 

 Second Reading – Tuesday, February 10
th

 (7:30 a.m. in the DCHS large conference room) 

 

Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 6:05 p.m. was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Stephen Hall.  Consensus was 

reached. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


