
Daviess County High School 

School Based Decision Making Council 

Special Called Meeting on February 2, 2015 

Approved Minutes 

 

The Daviess County High School SBDM council held a meeting on Monday, February 2, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in 

the DCHS Media Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Jessica Grimsley, Chad Askins, Stephen Hall, Lisa 

Hyland and Laurie Campbell.  Lindsey Howe (student representative) did not attend the meeting. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Laurie Campbell 

and seconded by Lisa Hyland.  Consensus was reached. 

 

Consolidated School Improvement Plan (CSIP) 

Jennifer Higdon asked council members if they had any questions/concerns regarding the CSIP information that 

was distributed at the January 26 meeting.  Mrs. Higdon advised the council that the plan is continuing with 

programs that have already been implemented.  They have met with teachers and academy deans to get input 

and suggestions. 

 

Laurie Campbell shared some questions/concerns: 

 Under Goal 1, strategy 1 (page 12) – What is does GRIT stand for?  Goal-Driven Resilient Influential 

Teens.  It’s part of the Leader in Me. 

 Under Goal 1, strategy 2 (page 13) – Who pays for the CCR cords (for meeting benchmarks on CCR 

assessments) that are given to seniors to wear at graduation?  The Race to the Top grant paid for them 

last year.  Mr. Mason will check with Susan Colbert to see if that will be funded again this year. 

 Would the new program “First Generation” be good to mention in the report?  Jennifer Higdon said it 

would be.  It was suggested that it be noted under the GAP information. 

 Under Goal 1, strategy 1 (Activity –ILP on page 12) – Who is responsible?  Shouldn’t it be the advocate 

teachers (currently notes Staff Developer)?  Yes, that change will be noted. 

 Under Goal 2: Graduation Rate Measurable Objective 1 – The noted rate has decreased (from 97.7% to 

95.4%).  Jennifer Higdon stated those numbers are established by Central Office.  She will check with 

Julie Clark.  If the numbers are correct, the wording may need to be changed to clarify. 

 Under Goal 2, Strategy 1 (page 15) – Who are the Great Expectations mentors?  May need to consider 

rewording that notation. Jennifer Higdon said she will review that portion. 

 Under Goal 2: Graduation Rate (page 15) – Shouldn’t the freshmen advocates be responsible (rather 

than freshmen academy dean)?  Jennifer Higdon agreed and will note that on the document. 

 On page 20, it mentions the CCR graduation cords again.  How is this funded (questioned on page 13 as 

well)?  Mr. Mason will check with Susan Colbert. 

 On page 29 (Opportunities for Improvement), there is a wording issue in the second sentence.  Also, 

what is Hattie’s Eight Frames of Mind?  Mrs. Higdon said Hattie’s Eight Frames of Mind is something 

she plans to implement with teachers (has the material prepared). 

Stephen Hall shared the following concerns: 

 Under Goal 1: College & Career Readiness Measurable Objective 1 (page 12) - Is the goal only .1% 

(from 71.4% to 71.5%)?  Jennifer Higdon said the goals are set for us (not by us); she will check with 

Julie Clark for clarification. 

 On pages 34 and 35 – How were those ratings established?  Jennifer Higdon said Lance Blue and the 

Climate Committee rated each statement on a scale from 1-4.  Those ratings were then tallied to get the 

results. 



There were no other questions/concerns expressed by the council.  Jennifer Higdon will check on the questions 

and address the recommendations.  Each council member signed the approval letter for the 2015 CSIP. 

 

Curriculum Changes for 2015-2016 – First Reading 

Mr. Mason, Pat Hume, and Chad Alward presented the curriculum recommendations for 2015-2016 scheduling.  

A copy of the proposed changes was distributed to the council. 

 

Science Department requests: 

 Would like to offer AP Physics I & II / Pre-AP Pre-Calculus, a combined 36 week (2 credits) course.  

This would be set up like an A/B type class and would take place the same block all year.  This course 

would be beneficial for students taking the AP Physics exam because the material would be covered at 

AP testing time.  Students will still have the option to take individual classes (AP Physics or Pre-

Calculus) if they don’t want to take the combined course. 

o Laurie Campbell said she loves the idea, but is concerned if enough students will sign up (the 

course request indicates a minimum of 40 must enroll).  She is curious how many students 

signed up for AP Physics this year. 

 Would like to offer Fundamentals of Chemistry. This class would be an alternate to the regular 

chemistry they teach.  The Fundamentals class would be more lab/hands on.  Since many students 

struggle with some of the more challenging content of a traditional chemistry course, this course would 

offer the majority of the chemistry content while leaving out some of the more challenging aspects.  This 

would be recommended for anyone interested in a career in the culinary arts or any non-science major in 

college. 

o Laurie Campbell asked who would teach this course.  Pat Hume said Kris Kropp will be the 

instructor. 

o Lisa Hyland asked how this class might affect ACT scores for those students.  Pat Hume said the 

ACT doesn’t have a great deal of chemistry and this course will cover the content necessary to 

prepare students for the ACT. 

o Chad Alward said if this course is passed, it will also be a co-teaching class. 

 

Math Department requests: 

 Would like to offer Pre-Calculus CP Accelerated (for students who do not plan to take AP calculus 

exam).   

o Lisa Hyland asked if this offers another option for non Pre-AP students.  Mr. Hume said yes; the 

intent of this class is designed to catch students who are intimidated by the Pre-AP curriculum, 

but still need a high level math class. 

 Algebra I Pre-AP (existing course – pre-requisite change) 18 weeks (1 credit) 

This course will be for students who took Algebra I as an 8
th

 grader and were not able to bring a credit 

due to not making an “A” or “B” and for a student who wants to retake Algebra I who made an “A” or 

“B” in 8
th

 grade. 

 Algebra I Math Lab (existing course – pre-requisite change) 9 weeks (.5 credit) 

This course will be taken by any Algebra I CP student who makes a grade of “C” or “D”.  Students must 

take the course, but are not required to pass to move on. 

o Lisa Hyland expressed concern with regards to students who already struggle in math; it seems 

like this plan will burden them with more math and their entire high school career is math. 

o Laurie Campbell asked if this will fill in electives.  Pat Hume said it will take up elective 

opportunities for those students. 

o Mr. Mason reiterated that these requests went through DCHS academy deans and the curriculum 

committee. 

o Chad Alward shared a mock up schedule for a CP student who is interested in taking 

band/AG/choir/NJROTC.  It can work for those students. 



o For clarity, it was asked if every single student in the CP track will have to take the Algebra I 

Math Lab if they earn a C or D in Algebra I; and all those CP level students will be required to 

take the Algebra II Math Lab AND Probability & Stats (regardless of the grade they made in 

Algebra I).  Lisa Hyland reiterated her concern about strapping those students with so much math 

and that could possibly affect their GPA.  There are students who simply struggle in math. 

o Laurie Campbell asked why the math department wants more math for students if the EOC 

scores improved this year.  She also asked if all the deans have seen what the math department is 

proposing and if so, what was their response.  Mr. Mason said the deans did see the information 

but there wasn’t much discussion regarding it; most of the information was hashed through in the 

curriculum committee.  Ms. Campbell is concerned that students may not be able to fulfill all 

course requirements to graduate if they are required to complete all additional proposed math 

courses. 

o Chad Askins wonders why Algebra II students are failing.  He’s curious if it’s because students 

don’t understand the content or if they are not doing the work.  He is concerned the weaker 

students might fall behind a “snowball” and it may consequently create additional stress and a 

negative stigma towards math classes. 

o Stephen Hall asked why students are passing the EOC, but not the core content.  Jana Bryant 

responded by saying the EOC scores are curved.  Mr. Hall also expressed concern that 

implementing the CP change for math may negatively impact completers for AG/Business/FCS. 

o Jessica Grimsley asked if the plan is for the Math Lab teachers to teach that level of math (so 

students have the same teacher).  Pat Hume said that is not feasible. 

o Mr. Mason reminded the council that we currently have Math I and Math II labs, but they are not 

required for graduation. 

o Stephen Hall asked if it would be possible to combine the Alg II Math Lab and Probability & 

Stats to form one, 9-week class for .5 credit.  Jana Bryant said she feels like that would work 

since it’s more than they have now. 

o Lisa Hyland and Stephen Hall expressed concern about the grade requirement (C or D).  That 

seems unfair to the students who have a weakness in math. 

o Stephen Hall asked what would happen if a student fails Algebra I CP?  Will they take Algebra I 

CP and the Math Lab together?  Pat Hume said no – the student would have to take the math lab 

their sophomore year. 

o Mr. Mason advised the council that the failure rate is down 200 students (comparison made 

between the first trimester of last year and the first semester of this year), but the numbers 

haven’t been broken down by subject failures. 

o Mr. Mason said the council needs to be creative to make this math proposal work.  Lisa Hyland 

asked why the council has to decide now.  Mr. Mason said because the scheduling handbook for 

next year has to be finalized. 

o Lisa Hyland asked what percentage of DCHS students are considered free or reduced?  Mr. 

Mason said approximately 40%.  Mrs. Hyland asked if it is fair to say those students (free or 

reduced) often have challenges at home that could potentially create problems for completing 

homework, etc. 

o Jessica Grimsley reminded the council that most classes give students the opportunity to work on 

assignments at the end of class. 

o Lisa Hyland asked if by requiring Probability & Stats, is there reason to believe the students will 

do better.  Mr. Mason said he is unsure. 

o The council agreed that they sympathize with the math department, but are not sure this proposal 

is the answer. 

 Math Intern (existing course) offered as a 9 weeks (.5 credit) OR 18 weeks (1 credit) 

The math intern will be assigned to a class to assist students in understanding and mastering the 

material in Algebra I, Geometry, or Algebra II. Credit will be granted based on [an intern’s] 

daily efforts to assist, designing helpful reviews, etc. 



 Because of concerns for the math proposals, the council opted to move forward with the other 

curriculum changes and resume conversation about the math later. 

 

Social Studies Department Requests: 

 Would like to offer AP US History and AP English Language, a combined 36 week (2 credits) course.  

This would be set up like an A/B type class and would take place the same block all year.  This year-

long course combines the content from AP US History with the skills in AP English Language. Students 

will study historical events from Columbus to the present, analyzing the documents and placing them in 

proper rhetorical context. College-level study and advanced composition that will provide student 

preparation for both advanced placement exams, possibly for college credit. This course satisfies the 

required history credit as well as the English III credit. 

o Lisa Hyland asked if there might be an issue with having enough students to sign up for this 

class.  Jessica Grimsley said she believes this class will cap out. 

 Social studies wants to offer only CP and AP Economics; there is no pre-requisite for AP Econ. 

 Would like to offer Abnormal Psychology (.5 credit) and will be offered only in even years.  This 

course is designed for students who can read at a high level of analytical thought and who are interested 

in human abnormal behavior. 

 

Drama Department Requests: 

 Would like to offer ACTING (18 weeks, 1 credit) 

 Would like to offer Directing (18 weeks; 1 credit) 

o Lisa Hyland asked how new classes like this are staffed.  Chad Alward said typically when you 

add one, one is removed and other classes won’t have enough students sign up to be offered. 

o Mr. Alward said to be a “completer”, these courses are better aligned to meet the state 

requirements. 

 

Business Department Requests: 

Most of the proposed changes stem from KDE changes to their pathways. 

 Advanced Multimedia (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

--Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course (student application must be completed) 
 

 Multimedia (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

--Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course (student application must be completed) 
 

 Business Management (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

--Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course 
 

 Business Principles and Applications (existing course) – Currently 9 weeks/.5 credit; 

Needs to change to 18 weeks/1 credit course 
 

 Financial Literacy (existing course) –Currently, it is a 9 week course but would need to be changed to 

an 18 week course to be able to cover all of the material required by MSU.  Our students have the 

opportunity to receive college credit through Murray State University for this course.  The students must 

pass the MSU final exam to receive the credit. *The cost to the students for next year would be $189.00.  

The credit is only offered to Juniors and Seniors. 
 

 Pathways to Careers Co-op (existing course) – The State will allow us to change our Pathways to 

Careers Co-op to Business Education Co-op if it is taken with a pathway’s capstone course, 

Business Management.  We could drop the Co-op Lab requirement and replaced it with the Business 

Management requirement.   This would provide a better opportunity for more completers since seniors 

would have two credits in the Business Management pathway.  Students can only receive 1 credit for 

Co-op. 

 Laurie Campbell asked what happened to the Intro to Computer Programming course. Chad Alward said 

there were several reasons it wasn’t able to happen.  Primarily it was due to lack of a modern computer 

programming environment.  Also, teachers were not certified to teach computer programming. 



Human Services & Wellness Department Requests: 

 Would like to offer Outdoor Recreation (9 weeks for .5 credit) 

Students will be introduced to variety of fitness concepts and lifetime physical fitness components. 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate physical wellness skills and 

understand the importance of fitness for life.   Activities will include but not limited to biking, swim 

skills & Lifeguard certification, archery, orienteering (trail hiking), outdoor survival skills, fishing, and 

outdoor games (corn hole, washer pitching, horseshoes), etc. 

 

Family & Consumer Science Department Requests: 

The only requests are for course name changes per state requirements (copy of Career Pathways chart was given 

to council members). 

 

Miscellaneous Course Requests: 

 Would like to offer LEAD 200: Introduction to Leadership Skills 

Offered as 18 week DUAL CREDIT through WKU for $210 (90% discount: 3 hrs. is currently $1500). 

In this course, students will explore leadership theories and concepts, identify behaviors of effective 

leaders, and gain an understanding of application of leadership aspects in various situations and 

contexts. Student will also gain an overview of tools available for measuring and improving leadership 

effectiveness.  Counts as a CORE elective at WKU, but is transferrable to other universities. We can 

offer various ways: during the school day, before/after school 2 days per week, hybrid (online and some 

face-to-face meetings). Could offer ALL options and see what kids sign up for? 

 

Special Service Course Requests: 

Chad Alward addressed the council with suggested changes for special services: 

 The special services department has looked closely at students with disabilities.  Particularly for students 

who have a SLD in math goals (not including behavior issues/ADD/ADHD).  Our goal is to get these 

students up to par with students without a math disability.  Mr. Alward showed a power point of a mock 

schedule for the SLD students.  Students identified in this program would take the following course each 

year: 

  9
th

 Grade: Algebra I / Algebra I Lab / Academic Enrichment / Academic Enrichment 

 10
th

 Grade: Geometry / Geometry / Academic Enrichment / Academic Enrichment 

 11
th

 Grade: Algebra II / Probability & Stats / Algebra II / Algebra II 

 12
th

 Grade: Money Skills for Math (co-taught) / Money Skills for Math (co-taught)– then finished 

with math 

**Math teachers will set core standards.  If a student fails a math class, that student will take the 

Math Lab and Academic Enrichment.  Once the student has successfully mastered the standards for 

the class, they will receive a passing grade (D) for the class.  (The grade for Math Lab and 

Enrichment will be based on their performance in those classes). 

**The classes cover the same content, just at a different speed to ensure students master the skills 

necessary to move on to the next level. 

o Lisa Hyland asked if all students in the program will be in this class at the same time.  Mr. 

Alward said they would be. 

o Mr. Alward said the goal is to get these students to reach Proficiency.  Students with math 

disabilities have previously been identified and qualify for special services under the 

classification of specific learning disability in math. 

o Stephen Hall and Lisa Hyland asked why this type program cannot be implemented for regular 

education students; for the students who don’t have a severe math disability but really struggle in 

math. 

 

 

 



The council resumed the CP math recommendation concerns: 

 CP students are the biggest concern for the math recommendations. 

 The council does not like the grade limitations (requiring students who make a C or D to take the 

Algebra I Math Lab). 

 Council would like clarification on what the Algebra I Math Lab will entail. 

 Would teachers be open to changing an Algebra I grade? 

 Is every Algebra I math class set up the same for grading purposes? 

 The math workload for these students is very concerning.  It will work fine for the CP students who 

pass, but worrisome for those who struggle/fail. 

 There is concern about making a student take a class with no real penalty if they fail (they move on). 

 Can there be a standards-based grading for the Math Lab? 

 Will math teachers trust a math lab teacher to determine if a student is ready to move on? 

 If the Probability & Stats and Algebra II Math Lab are combined to a 9-weeks class, would students be 

required to pass to move forward? 

 

The council could not agree to the CP Algebra requirements.  They suggested that math teachers who 

represent different levels of math attend tomorrow’s meeting to discuss alternatives. 

 

A motion to pass a first reading for approval of all 2015-2016 course requests, EXCEPT for the following 

math requests:  Algebra I Math Lab, Algebra II Math Lab, and Probability & Stats, was made by Lisa 

Hyland and seconded by Jessica Grimsley.  Consensus was reached. 

 

Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 5:32 p.m. was made by Chad Askins and seconded by Laurie Campbell.  Consensus was 

reached. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


