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The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a special-called meeting on Wednesday, January 29, 

2014, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS Media Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Jessica Grimsley-Mounts,  

Lisa Hyland, Laurie Campbell, Parker Driskill and Stephen Hall.  Isaac O’Bryan also attended the meeting. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Laurie Campbell and 

seconded by Parker Driskill. 

 

1
st
 Reading for Proposed New Schedule 

 

Teacher communication 

 The teacher representatives had meetings for teachers in early January to share the proposed schedule and 

answer questions.  The original proposal was a modified 4x4 block schedule with skinnies. 

 A survey was sent to DCHS faculty on January 14
th

.  Seventy percent of those who responded were in 

favor of the proposed change. 

 SBDM teacher representatives spent several hours reading through faculty comments and worked 

together to brainstorm ways to address responses to teacher concerns about pacing and overload with 

multiple skinnies. 

 After additional review, it was determined that incorporating skinnies in a modified 4x4 block schedule 

would not allow for a separate intervention time.   

 The teacher representatives voiced their initial concerns about proposing a new schedule when it hadn’t 

been publicly discussed and agreed that the modified block with intervention time built in would be a 

better choice for the needs of DCHS. 

 Following the SBDM meeting on Monday, January 27
th

, the SBDM teacher representatives sent an email 

sharing the new proposed schedule and explained why the changes were necessary.  

 The council worked on alternative solutions and on Tuesday, January 28
th

, the teacher representatives 

held a stand-up faculty meeting to discuss the revised proposed schedule (a modified 4x4 block schedule 

with intervention).  Approximately 60-70 teachers attended the meeting. 

o The primary concern expressed by teachers was the fact that the first proposal was a modified 4x4 

with skinnies and no other options were given.  SBDM teacher representatives responded that 

they believed originally a modified block with skinnies would be the way to go.  However, as 

they spent more time examining the options, they realized that a separate intervention time would 

not work unless all grades were on the same bell schedule.  

 On Tuesday, January 28
th

, a second survey was sent to the faculty and they had until 3:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, January 29
th

, to respond. 

o The survey results showed an overwhelming support of a modified 4x4 block schedule with 

intervention built in.  Of the 103 surveys sent, 93 responded with 85% supporting the proposal 

and 15% against the change. 

 It was reiterated that the change away from a modified block with skinnies was made because 

intervention is necessary according to state policy.   

 

 

 



Parent Communication 

 The parent representatives sent an email to parents today (Wednesday, January 29
th

) to explain why the 

original schedule proposal was changed and to advise parents of the special-called meeting.  As a result 

of that email, a few parents contacted the SBDM parent reps with some concerns. 

o One concern was whether graduation requirements will be worked out without penalizing 

students.  The answer to that is an absolute “yes”. 

o Other communication was just general questions of what is being considering now and those were 

answered by the parent representatives. 

 Parents are overwhelmingly in favor of a semester schedule versus a trimester schedule. 

 

Mr. Mason took an opportunity to personally thank the parent and teacher representatives for their terrific 

representation throughout this entire process.  There was tremendous communication to the parents and teachers 

through our representatives.  Mr. Mason recognized that this has certainly not been an easy process. 

 

Student Communication 

Isaac O’Bryan stated he hasn’t received much student input regarding the proposed schedule. 

 

Public Communication 

 A parent who attended the meeting said she is in favor of the proposal.  She believes the current schedule 

(trimester) is a bit cumbersome for students who want to improve the level of classes they are taking or 

for those who may want to double-up on classes. 

 Another parent who attended the meeting asked for clarification of how the intervention time will be 

used.  She asked if students will be able to pick the type of intervention that’s best for them. 

o Mr. Mason responded by saying some of the intervention days will be used for homework, 

allowing students to work on assignments.  Also, during intervention time there will be students 

who are strong in certain subjects available to assist teachers with intervention, if needed. 

o Use of the internet during the intervention/homework days is also a benefit for students who do 

not have internet access outside of school. 

 

There were no other concerns expressed. 

 

A motion to hold a second reading for a modified 4x4 with daily intervention was made by Parker Driskill and 

seconded by Laurie Campbell.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

The council will hold a second special-called meeting on Friday, January 31
st
 at 3:30 p.m., in the Daviess 

County High School Media Center. 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 p.m. was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Stephen Hall. 


