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The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, April 28, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. in the 

DCHS Media Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Laurie Campbell, Jessica Grimsley-Mounts, 

Parker Driskill and Stephen Hall.  Isaac O’Bryan (student representative) was not present. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Lisa Hyland and 

seconded by Stephen Hall. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Matt Mason presented the Minutes from the March 31, 2014 meeting.  A motion to approve the Minutes was 

made by Parker Driskill and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 

 

Financial Report 

DCHS financial reports were reviewed by the council.  Mr. Mason mentioned that transportation is over budget 

because of student activities (i.e., Band trip to Florida), but it will be balanced out with Seek money. 

 

Youth Service Center Update 

Carrie Kimbrell, Youth Service Center (YSC) Coordinator shared information about this year’s YSC activities: 

 Our free and reduced number went from 21% to almost 40% in the last eight to nine years.  That is a 

huge increase and our community may not realize the change. 

 DCHS has a lot of student needs that the average family may take for granted. 

 YSC works with all students, regardless of financial status. 

 Specific services provided through the YSC: 

o Assistance with utilities and bills. 

o Transportation (to and from doctor appointments, jobs, etc.). 

o Partnering with outside agencies/community to help with families in need. 

o Organizes the Team Lauren Cancer Tournament. 

o Helps with graduation, senior reward activities, senior awards night, and many other student 

activities. 

o Cinderella’s closet is a new project created to help girls, who may not otherwise be able to afford 

it, get prom dresses.  We will be hosting a prom dress drive at DCHS. 

o Christmas PAWS helps approximately 85 high school kids to ensure they receive gifts. 

o YSC funding gets cut every year. 

o Ruby Payne training helps staff to have a better understanding of socio-economic issues. 

 

Writing Continuum 

Jennifer Higdon shared a copy of the DCPS Writing Continuum for Grades 9-12.  In order to meet the 

requirements of the Writing Program Review and implement a formal writing policy, we took what was 

developed at the elementary and middle school levels and created a high school guideline for minimum 

requirements: 

 In each Science/Social Studies classroom, the requirements are one LDC piece, one On-Demand piece, 

and one extended response. 

 In each ELA classroom, the requirements are two LDC pieces (one narrative or 

informational/explanatory and one argumentative), two On-Demand (one situational and one passage-

based), and one extended response. 



 In each elective classroom, the requirements are one LDC piece, one On-Demand piece, and one 

extended response. 

 DCHS already meets most of the requirements.  The policy simply makes it a more formal process. 

 We are .1 from being proficient and hope this policy will help us reach the proficient level.  DCHS 

recognizes that literacy should be taught and practiced in all content areas. 

 Also, as part of meeting the requirements of the writing program review, advocate teachers recently 

collected high/medium/low writing samples from student On-Demand practice.  Those writings will be 

assessed by teachers during a scheduled program review meeting. 

 

Mrs. Higdon asked the council to review the information provided and will address the policy at the next 

meeting. 

Policy and Bylaws Update 

Laurie Campbell shared a final draft of the revised DCHS SBDM Bylaws with the council.  This draft includes 

the few changes that were discussed at the last meeting.   
 

A motion to approve the second reading for the proposed changes to the DCHS Bylaws was made by Parker 

Driskill and seconded by Stephen Hall.  The vote was unanimous.  

  

Council of Councils: 

Lisa Hyland, DCHS SBDM parent representative, was recently invited to serve on Owens Saylor’s Council of 

Councils.  There is one representative from each school’s SBDM council.  The council was formed to share 

feedback with Mr. Saylor.  The recent Council of Councils meeting addressed the following issues: 

 Homework:  A homework task force was developed to create a district-wide homework policy.  The 

policy is currently being reviewed by students, parents, and principals.  Once a District policy is 

established, the SBDM councils will develop individual policies.  This plan is being developed to ensure 

consistency and address homework concerns on the part of stakeholders, including the DCPS Board and 

parents. 

 School Safety (with Jim Barr): The district will begin doing predator background checks for school 

visitors.  When the school visitor scans his/her ID, a background check will automatically run.  The 

district will be sending letters to everyone convicted of a sexual crime to advise them of the new policy.  

The goal is safety and efficiency!  School safety committees will become safety and security committees. 

o Mr. Mason advised the council that DCHS administrators have been meeting with camera 

vendors about products that allow phones, laptops, iPads, etc. to have immediate access to on-

campus cameras.  DCHS needs better cameras to zoom and move to cover more space.  The 

system would also allow better building access for administrators and send alerts when an 

exterior door is unlocked or propped open.  Central dispatch could also log on to the new system 

to check questionable areas/situations.  This is currently being researched by school 

administrators, not the district.  

o DCHS is also looking at lettering and/or numbering the hallways for better clarity of locations. 

 Online payment system: Would parents be receptive to extending the online payment system (for 

lunches/fees/etc)?  The consensus from the committee is that parents would be very receptive to the idea. 

 

EOC Exams: 
Mr. Mason asked the council to seriously consider increasing the weight of the End-of-Course Exams from 10% 

to 20%.  The increase will benefit students and teachers are already teaching EOC test prep in class.  Apollo 

High School recently accepted the change. 

 

A motion to approve a first reading for increasing the weight of the End of Course Exams (EOC) from 10% to 

20% for the 2014-2015 school year was made by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts.  

The vote was unanimous.  The second reading will be presented during the May 12, 2014 meeting. 

 

 



School Improvement and Instruction 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

 Administrators are currently reviewing staffing assignments for the 2014-2015 school year. 

o Social Studies has an issue as far as leveling/tracking.  In order to avoid cutting 

Psychology/Sociology classes, the academy dean was asked to put seniors in CP 

Government/Economics only to make sure we can offer ALL levels.  All other classes are okay. 

 Testing: 

o College and Career Ready (CCR) is now 68.7%.  Susan Colbert thinks 80% CCR is doable.  Mr. 

Mason said reaching 70% will be a great start! 

o KOSSA testing went incredibly well! 

o ACT preliminary scores look promising! 

 A parent representative asked if the results from the ACT Practice test were available yet 

(for 9
th

 & 10
th

 graders).  Mr. Mason will follow up with guidance for results.  

 Renovations: 

o Only the front office and Media Center will be renovated this summer. 

o Possible school parking lot changes were discussed with David Humphrey and he is presenting 

the information to Central Office. 

 Dances: 

o There are safety issues with dances so Mr. Mason asked the council to consider the following 

changes: 

 Every dance EXCEPT prom would be open only to DCHS students.  Prom would be for 

high school students only. 

 A parent representative asked if there have been safety concerns at dances.  Mr. Mason 

said it is a concern because “outside” students attending our dances may have legal issues 

of which we are unaware.  It is much easier to manage discipline issues with our students. 

 Would like to change Prom time from 8:00pm-midnight to 8:00pm-11:00pm. 

 Would like to change the PAWS After Prom Party (APP) from midnight-2:30am to 

11:00pm-1:30am. 

A parent representative expressed concern about changing the APP time since the purpose of the 

event is to provide a safe place for students to be, for a longer period of time, where they are 

monitored. 

 

Good News: 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

 SBDM elections are over and Lisa Hyland will continue to serve as our parent representative! 

 Senior ACT recognition is scheduled for Wednesday (April 30).  Seniors will be bused to Texas 

Roadhouse for a free lunch.  Unfortunately rain and inclement weather forced us to cancel the outdoor 

activities we had planned.  Seniors will return to their regular class after returning from Texas 

Roadhouse. 

 District games are just around the corner. 

 As of last week, the class of 2014 scholarship money was reported to be 5.2 million (with more still 

coming in).  One student has been offered 83 scholarships! 

 

Teacher Communication: 

No teacher concerns were expressed. 

 

Parent Communication 

 A parent expressed concern that Credit Recovery grades are not available through Infinite Campus (IC).  

Mr. Mason said Edgenuity is not linked with IC, but it is being addressed. 

o A parent representative asked if better communication with parents is needed to relay failure 

concerns: 

 Guidance advises parents that their student is in a credit recovery/Edgenuity class. 



 Administrators and guidance counselors meet with students in Edgenuity. 

 Edgenuity instructor can monitor a student’s active and idle hours. 

o Edgenuity is currently offered second through fourth blocks and there are currently about 20 

students participating. 

 A parent asked if Spanish III is offered as only Pre-AP?  There is concern because their student planned 

on eventually taking Spanish III, but the advocate didn’t advise them to take Spanish II Pre-AP (took 

regular Spanish II).  Perhaps advocates should ask if a student plans to take Spanish III and if so, advise 

them to take Spanish II Pre-AP to better prepare. 

 There is a concern that NetFlix is available to students.  Mr. Mason doesn’t believe so, but he will check. 

 

Student Communication 

There were no student concerns shared.  Mr. Mason reminded the council that the May Day 5K is coming up 

(May 17, 2014) and Senior Awards Night is scheduled for Thursday, May 1
st
. 

 

Public Communication 

No public concerns were shared. 

 

Prior Meeting Concerns & Follow-Up 

No issues were discussed. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 12, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS Media Center.   

 

Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 4:52 p.m. was made by Parker Driskill and seconded by Lisa Hyland. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


