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Narrative Poets’ Society
Performance-Based Projects
through the Wit & Wisdom Curriculum
By Teresa Smith
Eighth-grade ELA Teacher and Literacy Coach
College View Middle School

When we, as the eighth-grade language arts teachers at
College View Middle School, first looked over the new
Wit & Wisdom curriculum for our students, we were a bit
overwhelmed. However, after digging through the first
module, titled “The Poetics and Power of Storytelling,”
I, along with Sarah Brawner, Joanna McDowell, Taylor
Phillips and Abby Vogt, knew that the End of Module
Assessment could become something that our students
would remember forever.
The text for this module was the novel-in-verse “The
Crossover,” by Kwame Alexander, which tells the story of
a teenage boy during a difficult time in his life. Each
student was to write three poems, all connected, which
tell the story of a singular event in his or her life.
We definitely loved the twist on the personal narrative.
So many of our students came up with such heartfelt
topics: Bullying, medical issues, the loss of beloved pets,
the loss of loved ones.
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Teresa Smith works with a student who is preparing his
presentation for the CVMS Narrative Poets’ Society,
which offered an opportunity for students to share original
poetry about significant life experiences.
See next page for more photographs.
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Merry Christmas from the Grapevine!

Narrative Poets’ Society
Continued from Page One
I know when Mark Church and I had our students share in
our co-teaching class, there weren’t many dry eyes in the
room. I had students reflect on the fact that sharing about
some of these topics helped them work through situations
they had never talked about before. The addition of a poetry performance as part of the students’ culminating project got us thinking about the possibility of a live
performance for our poets. That’s when we decided to add
a poetry night: The Narrative Poets’ Society.
While it was hard to get these young poets to commit to
sharing their stories in front of a live audience, 12 brave
students finally did.
So, on Nov. 12, the first meeting of the College View
Narrative Poets’ Society commenced. It was a fantastic
experience for everyone who attended. Students brought
family members and friends to hear them share their
poetry stories. In the spirit of a true poetry reading,
Left: CVMS
students share
their poetry at the
school’s Narrative
Poets’ Society
night on Nov. 12.
Bottom right:
Abby Vogt, Sarah
Brawner, Joanna
McDowell and
Taylor Phillips,
pictured from left,
along with Teresa
Smith, sponsored
a Narrative Poets’
Society night on
Nov. 12 as a
performancebased project for
CVMS students.
They wore these
special shirts to
remind students
about the power of
telling their stories
through poetry.
For information
about this event,
contact any of
these teachers at
College View
Middle School.

we offered our guests refreshments and let our young
artists speak at a podium with a microphone for the full
performance effect.
DCPS teacher induction coach Jeanette Barreiro was an
attendee. “One thing that stuck with me is that this night
allowed for students to be seen in a different light because
poetry reading is so performance-based,” Jeanette said.
“So parents, teachers and other students were able to see a
different side than can sometimes be seen in the
classroom.”
According to DCPS literacy coach Kendra Bronsink, who
also attended, “Poetry night took the academic work of
reading to understand poetry and writing one’s own poetry
to an authentic audience where students gave us a window
into their souls. It was really a beautiful experience that I
hope we can build on in the coming years. My daughter
Zoe wondered when her school was going to do the same
thing. Now that all the middle schools are using the same
curriculum, it had me thinking about how we could make
this into a cooperative experience with the middle
schools.”
CVMS eighth-grade teacher Taylor Phillips was
enthusiastic about how the night went. “I thought it was a
great kick off to a new tradition,” Taylor said. “The
parents seemed excited and the kids did a fantastic job!”
The Wit & Wisdom curriculum is allowing students to
think deeply, discuss deeply, and create authentic products
through the activities and writing assignments embedded
in each module. While we were overwhelmed at first, we
have to say that after experiencing this creative process
with our students, the benefits of the curriculum have
definitely been evident. It is our hope that the Narrative
Poets’ Society night becomes an annual event at College
View Middle School, and that each year, more and more
students will look forward to sharing their work with
family, friends and staff.

Deduction Changes – Important Reminder
Because there was a mandatory open
enrollment for both Board-provided and
State-provided benefits, IT IS VERY
IMPORTANT for you to review your
deductions for both the Dec. 14, 2018, and
the Jan. 15, 2019, paychecks. Both of your
December paychecks will still have Year to
Date totals for the carriers being replaced by
Guardian. Please be sure you are reviewing
the Current pay period deductions, not the
Year to Date deductions.
If you made any changes during open enrollment, have an
age band increase or have a policy with rate changes for
2019, you should see a change in these deductions on the
Dec. 14 paycheck:
Allstate – Cancer
Trustmark – Universal Life
Guardian – Dental

Guardian – Vision
Guardian – Critical Illness
Guardian – Accident
Guardian – Short and Long Term Disability
Guardian – Supplemental Life (self, spouse,
children)
The Jan. 15 paycheck will reflect any
changes made for the following deductions:
Kentucky Health Insurance
Kentucky Personal flex accounts
Kentucky Personnel Cabinet life insurance
Kentucky Dental
Kentucky Vision
United Way deductions chosen during the Fall campaign
will begin on the Jan. 15 paycheck.
If you have any questions, contact Julia Hobbs at Central
Office, 270-852-7000 ext. 249.

Is Retirement On Your Horizon?
If you are considering retiring soon, here are some
things you should know:
DCPS payroll employees will complete your retirement
paperwork after you receive your packet from your
Retirement System, but in addition, you must notify
your supervisor of your intended retirement date and
you must fill out the DCPS retirement form for our
Personnel Department.
It is best to contact your appropriate Retirement System
and make an appointment with a retirement counselor
in Frankfort to get the most up-to-date information
regarding your benefits.
The Teachers’ Retirement number is 1-800-618-1687.
Classified (Support) Retirement is 1-800-928-4646.
Both retirement systems have websites that
provide important information –
https://trs.ky.gov/ for Certified employees;
https://kyret.ky.gov/ for Classified (Support) staff.
Depending upon which retirement option you choose,
both TRS and KRS need certain documents from you.
In most cases, you will need a copy of your Social
Security card and a legal copy of your birth certificate.
Some options require a copy of your marriage
certificate and your spouse’s or beneficiary’s birth
certificate.
To obtain a Kentucky birth certificate, contact the

Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services at
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Pages/
default.aspx
To replace your Social Security Card, go to the Social
Security Administration website at
https://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/
The replacement of either of these documents may take
several weeks, so apply early.
If you have accumulated sick days and intend to send
your payout for these into a 403b, 457 or 401k,
you need to have your account set up with a DCPSapproved provider at least two months BEFORE your
retirement date. If you already have an account set up
with a provider, you need to notify them of your intent
to defer your sick day payout ahead of time. There are
regulations concerning when DCPS must be notified in
order to process this payout before your retirement date.
It is best to plan ahead and not wait until the last minute
to get all your information together for retirement.

Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by
David Shutt, DCPS director of
facilities and plant operations.
His staff remains committed to
ensuring safe, comfortable and
attractive environments for
teaching and learning.

Athletic Field Renovations
Demolition and earthwork are
ongoing at both sites.
Milestones for the next 30 days
David Shutt
will include greenhouse footing
work at Daviess County High School, with the projected
completion date for the greenhouse scheduled for the first
week of February. Apollo High School will see continued
fill and compaction of the field and track area, as well as

’Tis the season ... for the best high school basketball in
the district! Owensboro Invitational Tournament games
are scheduled from Thursday, Dec. 20, to Saturday, Dec.
22, featuring boys’ and girls’ teams representing Apollo,
Daviess County, Owensboro, Owensboro Catholic,
Bowling Green, Calloway County, Hopkinsville, John
Hardin, Madisonville, Monroe County and Webster
County!
Thank you to title sponsor Evansville Teachers Federal
Credit Union and tournament manager Todd Harper
(OHS). Come on out and enjoy some outstanding high
school hoops!
Click links below to view game schedules:
OIT Girls’ Game Schedule
OIT Boys’ Game Schedule

Send news about
school events and
fundraisers to
grapevine@dcps.org

storm drain piping installation.
AHS Renovations
RBS is continuing work on the master plan for the AHS
additions and renovations.
2019 Summer Projects
HVAC Renovations
Design development documents will be sent to the Board
of Education for consideration at the Dec. 20 meeting.
These projects will include replacement of all HVAC units
and upgraded controls at both Deer Park and East View elementary schools, as well as geo loop piping upgrades at
College View Middle School.
Flooring Replacements
All floor coverings at Heritage Park High School will be
upgraded to MCT tile this summer.

Dual Credit
Information Nights
Parents of current DCPS eighth-grade students are invited
to attend either of two Dual Credit Information Nights –
6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, at Apollo High School or
6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, at Daviess County High School.
Parents and students may attend the event most
convenient to their schedule, regardless of which high
school they will attend.
The programs will include information
about Community Campus, how to apply,
what opportunities are available, test
scores needed to eligible, etc.
Representatives from Life Science
Academy, Engineering Academy, DCPS
Early College Academy, and high school Amanda
representatives will be on hand to answer Jerome
questions about planning for dual credit
courses in your student’s high school schedule.
For more information, contact DCPS College and Career
Readiness Coordinator Amanda Jerome at
amanda.jerome@daviess.kyschools.us

Credit Union Corner
Scholarship Applications Available NOW!

Don’t Miss Out: Great Rate, Great Rewards!
Take a break from high interest credit cards and transfer
your balances to your DCTFCU Visa. DCTFCU offers
our members a fixed, low-rate Platinum Visa that can be
used for transferring all of your debt or for everyday
purchases! Enjoy a fixed rate as low as 7.9 percent annual
percentage rate and bonus point rewards on all purchases!
There’s no annual fee, plus enjoy these additional benefits:
n Identity theft insurance – $1,000
n Identity theft victim assistance
n 90-day product protection
Stop by the Credit Union to fill out an application and
receive your Visa credit card!

Start Erasing Debt!
For the month of January, we are offering incentive for
you to make a move towards eliminating your debt!
Transfer all your high interest debt to our one low interest
Visa and get 5,000 Reward points! Our cards have no
annual fee and fixed rates as low as 7.9 percent. Don’t
miss out!
Must meet credit requirements. Points given to any new
or current platinum credit card account with a minimum
$500 transferred balance.

Each year, Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit Union
gives away two $500 scholarships to members interested
in furthering their education: The William E. Morris
Continuing Education Scholarship for those 21 and older
and the Richard E. Skaggs Scholarship for those 21 and
younger.
Scholarship applications are now available to be picked
up at the Credit Union or available to download and print
from our website at www.dctfcu.com/scholarships
Please note: Applicant must be eligible to enter an
accredited U.S. college, university or technical school in
the fall of 2019. Applicants for Richard E. Skaggs
Scholarship must be attending college for the first time in
the fall of 2019 and/or must be under the age of 21 by
application deadline. Applicants for William E. Morris
must desire to further his/her education in the fall of 2019
and must be an adult (21 years or older) by application
deadline. Previous scholarship winners are not eligible.
The deadline for submission is March 18 and the
scholarships will be awarded at the 48th DCTFCU Annual
Meeting. Please feel free to contact the Credit Union at
270-684-8954 for additional information.

Holidays are Approaching!
Beware of Scams and Frauds!
As the holidays draw near, we ask that you please keep an
eye on your account as well as an eye open for scams!
With more businesses finding themselves victims of
hacking and card compromise, you may want to consider
using our travel cards or gift cards as you make purchases
to keep hackers from accessing your accounts! Scammers
target this time of the year due to an increase in card
usage and a consumer’s desire to get great deals. Please
stay alert!

Direct Deposit and Payroll Deduction
save you time and money!
Now is the perfect time to save!
Sign up for DCPS Direct Deposit
and Payroll Deduction today!
Open as many special savings
accounts as you need and name
them yourself! Have your pay
automatically deposited and
distributed each pay period. You’ll save time and money!
Continued on Next Page

Sorgho’s Elf
on the Shelf
starts kids’
morning with
a smile!
Sorgho Elementary School cafeteria
manager Heather Haynes will do
anything for the kids! She spent
some time bundled up in four layers
of “elf clothes” on the school
marquee to welcome kids to school
on the last day before Christmas
break. “It was so much fun!”
Heather said as she enjoyed the
expressions on the faces of kids
(and the entire community!) as they
noticed the “Elf on the Shelf”!

Continued from Previous Page

Interested in Receiving Text Message Updates?
You can now choose to receive informational text
message updates about alerts, notices, promotions, events,
weather closings, etc. We promise not to spam you! We
just want to keep you well informed in the most effective
ways. If you would like to receive these text message
updates, TEXT the word DAVIESS to 64600 and you will
automatically be opted in ... and you will also be placed
into a drawing for $50!
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Don’t forget the Courier!
Send your deposit through DCPS Courier.
The Courier drops off and picks up mail at
the Credit Union on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Include your account number. Contact us or
log on to your online account after 4 p.m. to verify
receipt of your deposit or loan payment.

Holiday Closings
The Credit Union will close at 1 p.m. Christmas Eve
(Monday, Dec. 24) and will be closed all day on Dec. 25
in observance of Christmas Day.
We will close at 1 p.m. New Year’s Eve (Monday, Dec.
31) and will be closed all day on Jan. 1 in observance of
New Year’s Day. Have a safe and happy holiday season!

Daviess County Teachers
Federal Credit Union
1900 Southeastern Parkway
270-684-8954
www.dctfcu.com
Drive-Through Hours
Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Lobby Hours
Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Nominate a DCPS Star!
Click HERE to fill out a simple
nomination form to celebrate a DCPS
Star!
What is a Star? A Star is someone
(student, staff, volunteer, parent,
community member) who goes
above and beyond their normal
responsibilities in serving others.
This can be during school or an
activity/program your school
sponsors, or that a child participates
in. A Star is someone who not only
puts Kids First but puts others first
as well.
How can you nominate a Star?
If you have seen a Star, please submit
your story by completing this form.
How is a Star chosen? Stories will
be reviewed and a Star chosen by the
Superintendent and DCPS PR team.
The Superintendent and PR team will
select Stars based on criteria such as
empathy, passion, relationships, team
player, creativity, communication,
growth, and any other qualities you

believe make your Star stand out.
When a Star is chosen, his or her
principal or supervisor will be
notified and we will schedule a visit
to videotape a short testimonial

regarding the Star. A special
“You’re a Star” T-shirt will be
presented to the honoree. The video
will then be shared with employees
and on all DCPS social media sites.

The Stars We Look Up To
Reflect What’s Within Us.

News, Information
and Updates
n Congratulations to Angela Davis
from Transportation! She was
drawn as a state winner for filling
out the NEO (New Educator
Outreach) form and joining KEA at
the beginning of the school year.
Angela received $250 for herself
and $250 to spend on the DCPS
Transportation Department.
Congratulations!
n Have you been making
meaningful connections with your
legislators? Now is the time to contact them. If you are
not sure who your legislators are, simple go to KEA.org
and select “Issues and Action,” then “Contact Your
Legislator.” Enter your ZIP code or address.
Danielle Ellis

n Do you have an issue or concern? Have questions about
your benefits? Have a concern that may need legal help?
Nancy B. Roush is here for you! Call the Madisonville
office (KEA Second District) at 1-800-380-2296 for
assistance.
n Next Meeting — 4 p.m. Monday, Jan. 28, DCPS
Learning Center.
n As the break rolls around, enjoy! Please take time for
yourself and enjoy time energizing and resting. Happy
holidays!
Danielle Ellis, DC-KEA President
DCPS Center for Academic Improvement
270-852-7226
danielle.ellis@daviess.kyschools.us

DCPS News
in the Spotlight
Click links in summaries below to read articles
spotlighting the DCPS district and other items relating to
local education.
IMPORTANT NOTE: These articles are posted with
permission from news organizations with credit given to
media outlets, reporters and photographers. If articles are
shared or forwarded to others, credit lines MUST be
included. Articles may NOT be posted online, including
Facebook and other social media sites.
Legislature adjourns special session without pension vote.
Ashley Sorce, Owensboro Times, Dec. 18, 2018.
Five DCHS students earn Google certification,
Owensboro Times, Dec. 19, 2018.
HES students participate in Respect Starts Now art show.
Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 1, 2018.
DCHS STLP team advances to state finals. Melody
Wallace, Owensboro Times, Dec. 15, 2018.
DCHS Dance Team wins state. Ryan Richardson,
Owensboro Times, Dec. 15, 2018.
DCHS Rock-a-Thon benefits special needs. Ashley Sorce,
Owensboro Times, Dec. 15, 2018.
Reports show improvements in kindergarten readiness.
Jacob Dick/Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 17.
HPHS hosts “It Can Wait” program. Derek Wayne,
OwensboroRadio.com, Dec. 11, 2018.
HPHS hosts “It Can Wait” program. Britney Taylor,
EyeWitness News, Dec. 13, 2018.
Kentucky Supreme Court strikes down pension reform
law. Marlys Mason, Owensboro Times, Dec. 13, 2018.
DCPS educators earn National Board certification.
Owensboro Times, Dec. 13, 2018.
HPHS hosts “It Can Wait” program. Alan Warren,
Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 14, 2018.
EVES hosts “Santa’s Holiday Hoedown.” Greg Eans,
Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 14, 2018.
ODT hosts ribbon cutting, open house. Greg Eans,
Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 13, 2018.

DCPS utilizes Active911 as safety resource. Katie
Pickens, Owensboro Times, Dec. 12, 2018.
ODT hosts ribbon cutting, open house. Katie Pickens,
Owensboro Times, Dec. 12, 2018.
HPHS hosts “It Can Wait” program. Owensboro Times,
Dec. 11, 2018.
DPES staff visits homes with Christmas carols. Alan
Warren, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 11, 2018.
DCHS teachers, students join “United Sound.” Melody
Wallace, Owensboro Times, Dec. 11, 2018.
HES students do community service at Boulware Center.
Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 9, 2018.
SES students ring bells for Salvation Army. Greg Eans,
Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 7, 2018.
KDE approves new graduation requirements. Marlys
Mason, Owensboro Times, Dec. 6, 2018.
Public library program to benefit FRYSC. Jacob Dick,
Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 5, 2018.
Former DCPS teacher, coach seeks new kidney. Renee
Beasley Jones/Jacob Dick, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 6.
DCHS graduate inspired by George H.W. Bush. Melody
Wallace, Owensboro Times, Dec. 6, 2018.
DCHS performs “Elf Jr.” Alan Warren, MessengerInquirer, Dec. 5, 2018.
Heather Haynes wins national SNA video contest. Bobbie
Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 6, 2018.
Graduation requirement changes announced. Bobbie
Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 4, 2018.
Kids Count report shows rising child poverty, foster care.
Ashley Sorce, Owensboro Times, Dec. 1, 2018.
ODT officials, staff happy with new facility. James
Mayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Dec. 2, 2018.
HES students engage in community service. Marlys
Mason, Owensboro Times, Dec. 2, 2018.
HES students participate in “Respect Starts Now” art
show. Marlys Mason, Owensboro Times, Nov. 29, 2018.
Continued on Next Page

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the following
members of the DCPS family as they
welcome their new arrivals:

Key Dates
for January
This list of key dates is provided at the beginning of each
month to assist in planning for special activities and
learning projects at your school. Note: This list may not
include all special occasions.
The month of January is:
School Board Appreciation Month
National Mentoring Month
National “Thank You” Month

Kim Craft (CVMS) and her husband
David welcomed their first
grandchild on Nov. 23. Payton Elizabeth Wright weighed 6 pounds, 6 ounces upon arrival and
measured 20 inches in length. Proud parents are Elizabeth
Craft and Logan Wright.
Mary Dean Miller (CVMS) and her husband Tim are
proud to announce the arrival of their first grandchild.
Sailor Elizabeth Miller was born Dec. 13, weighing
7.4 pounds and measuring 20.5 inches in length. Proud
parents are Sasha and Jeff Miller.

Sincere Sympathy

Special weeks:
Jan. 21-25 - No Name-Calling Week
Jan. 22-27 - National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week

We extend our sincere sympathy to
the following members of the DCPS
family during their time of loss:

Special days:
Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day
Jan. 1 - Emancipation Proclamation Anniversary
Jan. 1 - Global Family Day
Jan. 20 - World Religion Day
Jan. 21 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day / Day of Service

Todd Anderson (Board of Education)
in the loss of his mother-in-law,
Joyce Beasley of Owensboro, on
Nov. 29.

Every Day in DCPS:

Kids First!

Vicki Riley (Central Office, retired) in the loss of her
mother, Freida Beck Ross of Owensboro, on Dec. 4.
LeeAnn Crabtree (AHS) in the loss of her father,
Jim Pruden, on Dec. 6.
Jackie Fulkerson (AHS) and Tracy Pack (CO) in the loss
of Jackie’s father-in-law and Tracy’s uncle, Richard
Delbert Fulkerson of Owensboro, on Dec. 8.
John Hay (AHS) in the loss of his mother, Eileen Hay.

DCPS in the News

Kyle Brown (AHS) in the loss of his father, Bobby Lewis
Brown of Hawesville, on Dec. 13.

Continued from Previous Page.
MLES hosts gun safety program. Tyler Druin, EyeWitness
News, Nov. 28, 2018.
MLES hosts gun safety program. Megan Diventi,
WEVV-44, Nov. 28, 2018.
MLES hosts gun safety program. Katie Kapusta,
WFIE-14, Nov. 28, 2018.
MLES hosts gun safety program. Bobbie Hayse/
Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer, Nov. 29, 2018.

Send Milestone News to
grapevine@dcps.org

DC-bay!
Deadline to submit
items for our next
DC-bay! feature is
Friday, Jan. 11.
Wooden rocking chair for toddler
girl, $50. Alison Grant (AES),
270-316-3755.

DC-bay! is a
monthly feature
of our DCPS staff
newsletter.
Submit description
of item, price, your
name, school/site
and phone number
by Jan. 11.

2009 Ford Ranger Super Cab Sport pickup,
two wheel drive, 114,000 miles. $8,000.
Kelsey Rhodes (CVMS), 270-316-2678.

2010 Ford F-150 Lariat. Super crew cab,
tinted windows, heated/cooled seats.
Includes hard bed cover. 101,000; truck has
been well cared for! $19,900. Kelsey Settles
(BES), 270-903-9420 or 270-903-5455.

Steve Madden
black backpack
purse. Never
been used; tags
still on it. Asking $50. Gary Klee (AHS), 270-314-8483.

Contact Misty Boarman (DCHS) at 270-302-9916 for information about
these items. Great Christmas gifts!
Kaya American Girl doll and book, $75.
Bear Archery youth compound bow with target. $25.
Crosman Elite tactical harness, only worn once as a costume. $15.

Deer Park Staff Brings Good Cheer to Homes

Deer Park Elementary School staff members gathered to
visit students’ homes and sing traditional Christmas carols
on Monday, Dec. 10. Photo at left features Julie Crisp,
Anita Weidemann, Julia Boling, Kaye Fulkerson, Laci

Crabtree, Hannah Corbett and Jake Deitz. Photo at right
shows Kaye Fulkerson holding music and Hannah Corbett
on the guitar as a DPES family enjoys the music. The staff
returned to the school later for hot chocolate and cookies.
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