
Daviess County High School 
School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

March 21, 2013 

 
The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Thursday, March 21, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS 
Media Center.  Present were:  Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Jason Smith, and Jessica Grimsley-Mounts.  Rob Southard and 
Ann Koshy were unable to attend. 
 
Mr. Mason called the meeting to order at 3:34 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and reflection. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded 
by Jason Smith. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Mason presented the Minutes from the February 25, 2013 meeting.  A motion to accept the minutes as written was 
made by Jason Smith and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 

 
Financial Report 
Mr. Mason presented the Financial Report to the Council.  The reports were reviewed and there were no questions. 

 Mr. Mason advised the Council that next year’s transportation will probably be cut (less field trips, sports travel, 
etc.) because Central Office will not be providing an allotment. 

o A parent representative asked if students can ride with parents or perhaps some parents would be 
willing to get their CDL.  Mr. Mason said driving a school bus requires more than just a CDL- it’s more 
involved.  

 
CSIP Update 
Jennifer Higdon, DCHS Staff Developer, distributed a copy of this year’s CSIP submission and addressed the council with 
information: 

 There are some typographical errors in the report.  Editing the report in the new program “ASSIST” is difficult, 
but Mrs. Higdon is working on corrections. 

 CSIP plan reflects everything DCHS put in the report and can comfortably sign off. 

 CSIP Committee met several times and provided input for completion of the report.  Julie Clark also provided 
information and assisted Mrs. Higdon in completing the project. 

 
Cell Phone Input 
Mr. Blue shared the following information regarding cell phone changes for 2013-2014: 
Administrators are considering changes in the current cell phone policy.  The change will allow students to use their cell 
phones between classes and during lunch.  This change is being suggested because technology has changed and 
students are using phones in classes as an instructional tool. 

 When a student’s phone is taken, often it is a parent calling/texting in an attempt to get information relayed. 

 Apollo High School currently follows our same cell phone policy (a bit more strict); OCHS has a three-strike policy 
(Infraction  #1– phone kept all day; #2 – parent must pick up phone; #3 – phone kept until end of grading 
period). 

 OHS allows students to use cell phones during their lunch session only, which has reduced discipline infractions. 

 This new plan should be easy classroom management. 

 Mr. Mason said we need to be more proactive and work with students and parents. 

 The School Climate Committee will be reviewing changes. 

 Mr. Mason would like to consider implementing a trial basis after spring break.  If that is the case, all phones 
that have been collected this year, and placed in the vault, will be returned to the student(s). 

 A parent representative questioned if this might cause a classroom distraction due to phones ringing during 
instructional time.  It should be noted that phones are required to remain on silent. 



Cell Phone Input/Update (cont’d) 

 A teacher representative agreed that the change is good, but would like to hold off implementing it until next 
year, for a “fresh start”. 

 A teacher representative asked what safeguards are in place regarding pictures/videos. 
o Need policy to word that pictures and videos are not allowed. 

 This policy change will be discussed with the Academy Deans. 

 A parent representative shared that from a parent’s perspective, some might say “no phones”, but many are 
guilty of texting their own child. 

 Mr. Mason and Mr. Blue will advise the Council of the School Climate’s decision. 
 
Budget Approval (School and Board): 
Mr. Mason shared the 2013-2014 School and Board budgets with the Council to review and approve.  He advised the 
Council that girls’ and boys’ sports must be equal because of Title IX mandates. 

 A teacher representative suggested we stop mailing progress reports and send copies home with students.  
Parents can monitor student progress through the Infinite Campus portal. 

o It was suggested that we give parents an option to receive mailings by checking a box on a form at the 
beginning of the school year.  That idea will be considered. 

 
A motion to accept the budget as written was made by Jason Smith and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 
 
Scheduling Committee Update: 
Mr. Mason advised the Council that the Scheduling Committee has met several times to continue discussions about a 
possible schedule change for 2014-2015. 

 Mr. Mason and Mr. Hume created a hybrid schedule for the committee to review, but it created staffing issues.  
They will continue working on ideas. 

 There will be issues/concerns with any schedule proposal. 

 The original idea was for SBDM to have a final vote in March.  Mr. Mason would like to move the deadline to the 
end of the 2012-2013 school year, allowing the Scheduling Committee more time to consider the best options. 

 Ideally, the committee will make a decision before the end of this school year in order to give teachers plenty of 
time to plan for changes. 

 Mr. Mason reminded the Council that regardless of a schedule change, DCHS needs to be content specific. 
 
School Improvement & Instruction: 

 The Flex/ER/Intervention Committee suggested having two full professional development days at the end of this 
school year (immediately after the last day of school, if at all possible). 

 Panther Prep will change somewhat after Spring Break.  The idea is to remain on Regular Schedule, but build in 
Panther Prep content during class time (day specific).  This is still being reviewed by Administrators.  Mr. Mason 
advised the Council that there are very innovative and creative ideas being discussed. 

 Mr. Mason will discuss Panther Prep with the Academy Deans in their meeting next week. 

 Mr. Mason advised the Council that there will be no early release in 2013-2014 until we are Proficient. 

 Mr. Mason reiterated that our teachers are doing great things in the classroom! 
 
Good News: 
Mr. Mason shared updates regarding sports and academic successes.  There are so many good things going on at DCHS! 
 
Parent Communication 
The following concerns were shared by the SBDM parent representatives: 

 There is frustration over Accelerated English III no longer being an option for students.  AP Language provides 
the Accelerated English III credit and AP Literature provides the English IV credit.  A parent expressed concern 
that her junior was not prepared. 

o Mrs. Grimsley-Mounts said the English Department works together to align curriculum so that students 
are prepared to be successful in the AP classes. 



Parent Communication (cont’d) 

 The current DCHS parking policy only allows juniors and seniors to park on campus (a parent raised that 
question since there seem to be vacant spots).  Mason reminded the Council that if all juniors and seniors could 
drive, there would always be a wait list.  We cannot determine how many students will drive, but we must give 
them the opportunity to park. 

 A parent asked if teachers shared testing tips with students when they are preparing for exams.  Mr. Mason said 
absolutely! 

 
Student Communication 
Morgan Carrico shared the following student concerns with the council: 

 Students would like to have the option to purchase dance tickets at the door.  Mr. Mason said money 
transactions are the biggest concern for that. 

 Student Council met with Jennifer Higdon regarding suggested changes for future 8th grade school tours. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comments were expressed. 
 
Teacher Comment 
The only teacher concerns were regarding scheduling, and that was discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
Prior Meeting Concerns and Follow-up: 
No issues were discussed. 
  
Next Meeting 
The next SBMD meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 29, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. in the Media Center. 
 
Adjourn: 
Motion to adjourn at 4:48 p.m. was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Jason Smith. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


