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The Daviess County High School SBDM council held a meeting on Monday, October 27, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. in 

the DCHS Media Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Laurie Campbell, Chad Askins, Jessica 

Grimsley, and Stephen Hall.  Lindsey Howe, student representative, also attended the meeting. 

 

Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and 

reflection. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Matt Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Laurie Campbell 

and seconded by Chad Askins. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Matt Mason presented the Minutes from the September 25, 2014 meeting.  Lisa Hyland noted an error under the 

Prior Meeting Concerns and Follow Up section.  A motion to approve the Minutes, with the correction, was 

made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Chad Askins.  Consensus was reached. 

 

Finance Reports 

Financial reports were reviewed by the council.  Laurie Campbell recognized Tammy Hoffman (DCHS 

Bookkeeper) for doing a good job of noting shortages.  There were no questions or concerns regarding the 

reports.  A motion to approve the finance reports was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Jessica Grimsley.  

Consensus was reached. 

 

Junior Civitan Club Proposal – Second Reading 

Deputy Tom Whitford (DCHS School Resource Officer) reiterated his request to implement a Junior Civitan 

Club for DCHS students.  Deputy Whitford asked the council if they had any questions regarding the 

information that was shared at the last SBDM meeting. 

o Q: Is there is an updated number of students interested in joining the club? 

A: There are currently ten students interested and Deputy Whitford believes, because of 

expressed interest, they will easily have twenty members if the club is passed. 

 

A motion to pass the second reading to approve the Junior Civitan Club at DCHS was made by Stephen Hall and 

seconded by Jessica Grimsley.  Consensus was reached. 

 

Tri-M Music Honor Society Club Proposal – First Reading 
DuWayne Dale (DCHS Band Instructor) was unable to attend the meeting.  Chad Alward (DCHS Assistant 

Principal) addressed the council with a request to form a Tri-M Music Honor Society for DCHS students. 

 Tri-M Music Honor Society is the equivalent to the National Honor Society, only it targets students who 

are interested in music/performing arts. 

 The club is designed to recognize students for their academic and musical achievements and to provide 

leadership and service opportunities to young musicians. 

 Club members are typically recognized at graduation with a cord or lapel pin. 

 Council asked the following questions: 

o Q: What is the minimum GPA required for members? 

A: Mr. Alward is unsure, but will see if there are minimum requirements.  Mr. Alward said he 

believes more emphasis is placed on an aptitude for performing arts and not necessarily GPA. 

 

o Q: Are there club dues? 

A: There are Chapter dues based on the size of the school (ours will be $100/year), but the 

students will not incur any cost. 



o Q: Is the club limited to certain students? 

A: It is open to students in all grades who are in band, choir, or orchestra. 

o Q: If a student applies and meets all criteria, are they automatically a member? 

A: Yes (there are no interviews). 

o Q: Is Mr. Dale the only sponsor or will Mrs. Higdon help as well? 

A: DuWayne Dale (DCHS Band Director) will sponsor the club and will have support from the 

other performing arts teachers. 

o Q: Can a student who is musically talented, but is not involved in band, join the club? 

A: It is up to the Chapter to set the rules.  This is something Mr. Dale would have to consider. 

 

A motion to pass the first reading to approve the Tri-M Music Honor Society at DCHS was made by Laurie 

Campbell and seconded by Jessica Grimsley.  Consensus was reached. 

 

School Improvement and Instruction/Good News 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

o Mr. Mason emailed testing information to council members.  DCHS is .1 away from being 

distinguished.  There were changes made in SDRR (Student Data Review and Rosters), but those 

changes may not be enough to push us to distinguished status.  We had a huge increase in our test 

scores!  We will review the testing information at the next meeting (since there is a chance the 

score could change). 

o ACT testing on Saturday, October 25, was well attended.  Approximately 200-250 students 

tested. 

o DCHS ACT prep sessions were well attended.  Those who participated were primarily seniors, 

but there were a few underclassmen as well.  We will have more prep sessions in place before 

testing season heats up to ensure students are well prepared. 

o Laurie Campbell said the data from the ACT Practice test provided great information and is 

exactly what parents need.  Mr. Mason said Susan Colbert compiled all that information. 

o Stephen Hall asked when data from the PLAN test will be received.  Mr. Mason hopes to have the 

information before the next SBDM meeting. 

Good News 

Mr. Mason shared the following information with the council: 

 Pantherettes won a bid to Nationals. 

 Girls’ soccer season ended, but the team had a great season. 

 Football won against Marshall County last Friday night. 

 Academic team has had good success. 

 Band has been busy with competitions. 

 DCHS staffulty had a Goodfellow’s Soup Day and raised $290.00. 

 Report cards were issued to students today. 

 DCHS Panther Foundation website is up and running (dchspantherfoundation.com). 

 Boys’ soccer will travel to Marshall Co High School on Tuesday (10/28).  DCHS will not have a pep bus 

for this game but will have signups for State. 

 FFA students will be attending the National Convention in Louisville this weekend. 

 Volleyball season came to an end.  This is the first season in over 10 years the team has won more than 

20 games! 

 Deputy Whitford was recently spotlighted on News 25: Behind the Badge. 

 

Council Communication 

Laurie Campbell said she would like the council to address how the minutes from meetings are communicated 

and perhaps change how they are approved to allow for a more timely delivery.  Currently, minutes are reviewed 

at the meeting the following month, so that much time passes before the information is shared with the 

community.  A copy of the current Bylaws for handling SBDM minutes was shared with the council.  It would 

be ideal if the council can get the minutes out a little more quickly.  It was suggested that the minutes be typed 



up within a week after the meeting and shared with the council via email.  It could be done in a draft form; the 

council could review the minutes, make changes if necessary, and approve via email.  This would allow the 

council to communicate information about what is going on to parents and teachers in a more timely manner.  

Mr. Mason expressed some concern about electronic approvals.  Mr. Mason will check on rules for approving 

electronically. 

 

Teacher Communication 

There were no teacher concerns expressed. 

 

Student Communication 

Lindsey Howe did not have any student communication to share. 

 

Parent Communication 

 Laurie Campbell said she has had a handful of parents speak with her regarding the dance policy.  There 

are still mixed ideas. 

 Lisa Hyland said she has had similar responses; parents for and against the policy. 

No additional parent concerns were expressed. 

 

DCHS Dance Policy 

Chad Askins made a motion to amend the DCHS Dance Policy by reinstating the original policy FOR PROM 

ONLY.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Hyland.  Consensus was reached. 

 Mr. Askins said he feels comfortable making the change for prom for the following reasons: 

o The Hines Center has a good set-up for visibility of the entire parking lot due to the elevated area. 

o The ballroom has one entry/exit which allows chaperones to monitor students entering and exiting 

the area. 

o Other areas in the building are visible from the lobby, or are closed off. 

o He understands prom is memorable and feels safe in supporting this change. 

o Mr. Askins said he supports the change only for prom because other dances are typically held at 

DCHS and the school building has multiple entrances/parking areas that cannot be monitored as 

easily. 

 Laurie Campbell asked if there should be an exception allowing only seniors to invite older guests.  This 

would help minimize numbers. 

 The old (original) policy states that anyone under 21 can attend the dance with a DCHS student. 

 Lisa Hyland asked if the old policy allows juniors to invite anyone to the dance (any grade).  Mr. Mason 

said the policy allows students in grade 9-12 to attend the dance as a guest with a junior or senior DCHS 

student. 

 Stephen Hall agrees with the change, for prom only, because of the location. 

 Lisa Hyland agrees with the suggested change. 

Consensus was reached for the first reading to amend the DCHS Dance Policy by reinstating the original policy 

FOR PROM ONLY. 

 

Public Communication 

Mr. Mason asked if there was any public communication to be shared with the council. 

 Sarah Ralph addressed the council with the following concerns: 

o Did the council listen to parents?  Lisa Hyland responded, “Absolutely”.  Parents at the meeting 

were not the only ones heard; there were other parents who voiced opinions as well. 

o Laurie Campbell also reiterated that the council did listen.  There was nothing new that wasn’t 

already discussed and considered by the council. 

o Ms. Ralph asked what the primary concern was.  She did not see specific incidents noted in the 

minutes.  Mr. Mason responded by saying it’s about being pro-active.  Past issues have been 

mainly drugs/alcohol. 



o Ms. Ralph asked if teacher representatives have talked with other teachers.  Teacher reps said 

they have. 

o Ms. Ralph asked if homeschool students can come to the dance.  Also, how many student 

petitions/signatures did the council receive?  Mr. Mason said about 500 signatures were received.  

He also said there are new DCPS Board rules regarding how homeschooled students are handled 

with school events.  Mr. Mason will follow up with those guidelines.   

o Ms. Ralph said students feel intimidated and are afraid to meet with Mr. Mason.  Mr. Mason said 

he met with seniors and invited students to come speak with him. 

o Ms. Ralph said she appreciates the change, but the policy still excludes students.  Parents will 

help chaperone other dances.  Mr. Mason said that having parent chaperones is not possible due 

to liability issues. 

 Marilyn Rhoads (parent) who did not attend the last meeting said she is thankful that our school wants to 

protect our students and that safety is never convenient.  She has 5 children and one currently attends 

DCHS.  Times are different and security is costly.  She said that our children’s pleasure is not more 

important than their protection.  She is thankful DCHS is taking extra measures.  Mr. Mason said school 

administrators are constantly thinking of ways to ensure safety. 

 A parent said there are still some concerns that worry her. She may be more concerned about the safety 

of sending her student to school every day even more so than the safety at a dance.  Laurie Campbell 

responded by saying people should remember they (parent representatives) have students that attend 

DCHS as well and that the council discusses safety often.  Mr. Askins said the original rationale for the 

change was made because they (administrators and teachers) know our students and know what to watch 

for.  Teachers feel an enormous responsibility for keeping students safe.  The council listened to and 

weighed options regarding parent concerns about the policy. 

 A parent said the council may be focusing on students they don’t know when it could be one of our own 

students (who causes a safety issue).  Perhaps there is a false sense of security.  He doesn’t agree with the 

rule and respectfully stood up to have his voice heard. 

 A parent said they understand the council’s concerns.  But why are we (the school) allowing students to 

leave the building to attend college classes and classes at Apollo?  Is it safe for them to go to those places 

if we don’t feel safe in a controlled environment like a dance?  If things can happen at sporting events, 

etc., why are we just focusing on dances?  Mr. Mason reiterated that sporting events are open to the 

public while dances are not. 

 Mr. Mason said social media has been a big problem in this issue.  This issue was about being pro-active, 

it’s not meant to create a prison environment.  SBDM always has the best interests of students in mind.  

Administrators have discussed concerns for a long time.  He said SBDM has done a spectacular job of 

weighing out all issues. 

 A parent asked if there was a second reading for the dance policy.  Mr. Mason said yes.  We follow 

SBDM guidelines. 

 Zetta Carmon inquired about the 9-week grading period and how semester grades will be figured.  Mr. 

Mason said it has been a logistical nightmare trying to get IC to figure as a true 80/20 grade.  They are 

trying to get the issue resolved as quickly as possible, as he understands this can affect KEES money and 

scholarships.  Lisa Hyland said, from a parent’s perspective, it needs to be consistent that grades are 

reflected on a comprehensive level. 

o Ms. Carmon also expressed concern about the rule that juniors are not allowed to take college 

visits.  Seniors are allowed one college visit.  She believes it probably more important for juniors 

to visit colleges.  She also doesn’t believe it should count as one of their eight excused days.  The 

handbook says juniors are not granted college visit days.  Mr. Blue will check to see if that is a 

Board Policy.  If a junior wishes to take a college visit, they can complete an Educational 

Enhancement form and submit it to Mr. Blue; he will work with them. 

 Nikki Zoglmann said she appreciates Mr. Mason agreeing to put the daily emails on the school website.  

There have been issues with AT&T and the school Listserv and she was not receiving school information 

(from us or the middle school). 

 No other concerns were discussed. 



At this time, Mr. Mason asked that the council go in to a closed session to discuss school safety procedures and 

changes.  A motion to go in to a closed session was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Chad Askins. 

 

The council ended their closed session at 5:17pm. 

 

Prior Meeting Concerns & Follow-Up 

There were no concerns shared. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, November 24, 2014 in the DCHS Media 

Center. 

 

Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn at 5:20 p.m. was made by Jessica Grimsley and seconded by Stephen Hall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


