
Daviess County High School 
School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

May 13, 2013 

 
The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, May 13, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS Media 
Center.  Present were:  Matt Mason, Lisa Hyland, Rob Southard, Jason Smith, Ann Koshy, and Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 
 
Mr. Mason called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and reflection. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Rob Southard and seconded 
by Lisa Hyland. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Mason presented the Minutes from the April 29, 2013, meeting.  A motion to accept the Minutes as written was 
made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Rob Southard. 

 
Financial Report 
Mr. Mason presented the Financial Reports to the Council.  The reports were reviewed and there were no questions. 
 
DCHS Literacy Committee Update 
Mr. Mason shared the following information regarding the Literacy Committee’s achievements during the 2012-2013 
school year: 

 Committee members: Angie Gunter (Chair), Shawna Hagan, Steve Goodrid, Cindy Hardesty, Susan Colbert, and 

Julie Ford. 

 The committee’s meetings focused primarily on the Writing Program Review, which is designed to demonstrate 

that our school is teaching writing across the curriculum.  Members from different subject areas (English, Social 

Studies, Science, and Media Center) were part of the review team.  

 The Committee gathered evidence from different subject areas to determine where we ranked on program 

review.  The evidence was not only policies and procedures, but review of student writing products and 

processes as well as incorporation of teacher and peer feedback and student reflection.  Because of our use of 

technology and the Gates Literacy Program, we ranked very high. 

 The areas of need are:  Communicating globally (local/state/national) and Collaborative Writing (focus on student 
with student and student with teacher writing to develop writing assignment and Rubric, to give ownership of 
their own learning). 

 Finally, the Gates Literacy Collaborative program was absolutely fantastic!!  It gave “regular” teachers the 
opportunity to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of writing across the curriculum – that was not done before 
Gates Literacy! 

 
Miscellaneous Committee Updates 
Mr. Mason shared information about some of the DCHS committees: 

 The School Climate and the Renaissance committees will merge at the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 The Interior Pride and the Exterior Pride committees will combine at the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 The Professional Development Committee scheduled PD sessions for teachers on May 23rd and May 24th. 
 
Agenda Changes 
Lance Blue, DCHS Assistant Principal, shared changes that will be noted in the 2013-2014 student agenda: 

 Dance procedures - A guest verification form will be required for any non-DCHS student who plans to attend a 
school dance.  An updated copy of the verification form was shared with the Council. 

 Cell phones - Students may use their cell phones between classes or during their lunch session (use during class-
time is prohibited unless approved by the teacher for classroom instruction). 

 



Agenda Changes (cont’d) 

 Report cards - Progress reports and report cards will be issued directly to students each six and twelve week 
period.  For notification, a One Call will be sent to parents/guardians on the day students receive each report.  
Parents and guardians are encouraged to monitor academic progress by reviewing grades and attendance on a 
regular basis using the parent portal through Infinite Campus.  Contact the Guidance Office for password 
information. 

 Information regarding the Flex Friday requirements was deleted and replaced with new CCR information. 

 Trimester exemption information – Now gives more clear descriptions of exemptions that are available to 
students. 

 Parking and driving to school – DCHS will have an open lot, meaning any senior or junior student who has a valid 
driver’s license can apply for a parking tag, but will not be assigned a specific spot.  Students will park in the lot 
on a first come, first served basis.  Sophomores are still not eligible to apply for a parking tag. 

 
School Improvement and Instruction 
Mr. Mason shared the following information regarding things going on at DCHS: 

 On Demand testing went exceptionally well. 

 EOC testing experienced some glitches in the early stages thus delaying the start date for DCHS. 

 AP testing has gone very well so far. 

 Final exams are scheduled for May 20th and May 21st. 

 Kudos to the DCHS Guidance Department for all their efforts to ensure testing is a success! 
 
Staffing Update 
Mr. Mason updated the council of staffing changes for the 2013-2014 school year: 

 Math teacher – Interviews are currently taking place. 

 English teacher – Applications are being reviewed and interviews will begin very soon. 

 PE teacher – Natalie Powers will replace Gary Bartlett, who is retiring this year. 

 Assistant Principal – Chad Alward will replace Jenny Wilson, who is retiring this year. 

 The Foreign Language Department will not gain a new teacher. 

Good News 
Mr. Mason shared the following information: 

 The DCHS track team had a great season.  The State tournament will begin May 10th in Louisville. 

 Laura Ross is signing with Asbury College tomorrow (May 14th) in the DCHS Media Center. 

 Baseball and softball District tournaments begin next week. 

 Spring football just ended. 

 May Day 5K is scheduled for Saturday, May 18th. 
 
Parent Communication 

 Some parents expressed concern that while junior and sophomore students were being tested, some students in 
other grade levels were watching movies.  Parents believe that time should have been more productive for those 
students. 

 
Teacher Communication 

 A few teachers have expressed concern about allowing students to use their cell phone in the hall/between 
classes; they are concerned it may spill in to the classroom.  Mr. Mason said he plans to reiterate expectations 
and enforce the rules from the beginning. 

 Teachers have asked if administrator evaluations will be done this year and if so, when?  Mr. Mason advised the 
council that Jennifer Higdon is currently working creating questions.  Mr. Saylor shared a sample evaluation with 
Mr. Mason and some of those questions will be incorporated in to this year’s evaluation. 

 
Student Communication 
No student concerns were expressed. 
 



Public Comment 
No public comments were expressed. 
 
Next meeting 
The meeting scheduled for Monday, June 24, will be cancelled.  The next meeting will take place on Monday, July 22, 
2013, at 3:30 p.m., in the DCHS Media Center. 
 
Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn at 4:14 p.m. was made by Jason Smith and seconded by Rob Southard. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 
 


