
Daviess County High School 
School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

August 26, 2013 

 
The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, August 26, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS 
Media Center.  Present were:  Matt Mason, Jessica Grimsley-Mounts, Stephen Hall, Parker Driskill, Lisa Hyland, and Laurie 
Campbell.  Isaac O’Bryan (student representative) was also present. 
 
Mr. Mason called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and reflection. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by 
Stephen Hall. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Mason presented the Minutes from the July 22, 2013, meeting.  A motion to accept the Minutes as written was made 
by Laurie Campbell and seconded by Parker Driskill. 
 
Financial Report 
Financial reports are unavailable due to budget adjustments. 
 
New Club Proposal (1st Reading) 
Cort Banks and Quinten Davis, DCHS students, asked the council to consider allowing implementation of a DubStep Club.  
A description of the club’s goals was given to the council members and a short presentation was given by the students: 

 Students believe this club will help bring diversity to our school and may help students learn a musical skill that 
they may otherwise not experience. 

 Club hopes to get students more familiar with technology by using the musical programs. 

 FL Studio will produce and edit music using laptops, etc., allowing the club to exist for no cost. 

 Currently there are at least twelve students. 

 The software that will be loaded to the laptops is compatible. 

 Mr. Bill Gutsche (DCHS Social Studies teacher) has agreed to sponsor the club. 

 During meetings, students will break in to groups to collaborate on musical projects and will present their music 
to “critics” (other students). 

 A parent representative asked if there will be objectionable lyrics.  Student responded that it is mostly music and 
any lyrics will be monitored. 

 Another question raised was what can be done to avoid negative lyrics/tones.  Student said they would invite 
anyone to filter the music before it is published. 

 What are the stipulations, if any, to join the club?  Students agreed members must maintain at least a 2.5 GPA. 

 Students will do a short video/music clip for the next meeting. 
A motion to approve the club for the 1st Reading was made by Parker Driskill and seconded by Stephen Hall.  The vote 
was approved by consensus.  The students will share the video/music clip at the next SBDM meeting. 

 
SBDM Policy & Bylaws Review Update 
Jessica Grimsley-Mounts shared information on progress of reviewing the current SBDM Policies and Bylaws. 

 An email was sent to DCHS faculty asking for volunteers to serve on the review committee.  So far, Jennifer 
Higdon, Amy Chifici, Dr. Gunter, and Kandi Gilbreath expressed interest.  Laurie Campbell (SBDM parent rep) 
shared links with those who expressed an interest. 

 Mrs. Campbell said KASC members can receive resource kits (online).  The information might be a good resource 
to use. 

 Mr. Mason said he would like to implement a homework policy with regards to homework vs. home-learning. 

 Mrs. Campbell suggested reviewing the Bylaws first, then addressing the policies. 
 
 



Emergency Plan Policy 
Mr. Mason shared information about the current DCHS Emergency Plan.  Last year, Lance Blue and Tom Whitford 
reviewed and critiqued the existing plan by area.  Our plan is currently being looked at by other schools as well. 

 Plans are laminated and are required to be displayed in each classroom. 

 Chad Alward has researched the possibility of purchasing a system that would immediately identify any door(s) 
that are left open or that are unlocked.  Funding is the biggest setback. 
 

SBDM Letter of Understanding 
A copy of the DCHS SBDM Goals and Objectives was signed by council members.  Goals specifically targeted are: 

 College & Career Readiness 

 GAP Group Achievement 

 Unbridled Learning Status 

 Graduation Rate 
 
Good News 
Mr. Mason shared the following good news: 

 Last year’s ACT scores have been received and are embargoed until late September.  We are currently looking for 
ways to celebrate student testing success! 

 Fall sports are off to a great start and it is tremendous to see all the student spirit!!! 
 
School Improvement and Instruction 
Mr. Mason would like the SBDM Council to consider a change in End of Course exams (EOC).  He would like the council to 
consider increasing accountability scores to 20% (currently 10%).  Mr. Mason asked the council to consider the idea and 
he will address the issue at next month’s meeting. 
 
Parent Communication 
The following issues were addressed by parent representatives: 

 Will DCHS continue having Intramural sports and if so, what programs are there?  Boys and girls basketball are 
currently the only Intramural sports at DCHS. 

 Homecoming Dance – A parent expressed concern that her freshman daughter wants to attend homecoming, but 
the parent is worried about the style of dance that occurs.  Mr. Mason said inappropriate dancing has happened 
in the past, but the administrators (and chaperones) monitor the dance floor closely and immediately address 
situations.  Mr. Mason plans to speak with DJs prior to dances to address appropriate music. 

 Some parents have expressed concern regarding the outcome of the recent schedule review and that the 
committee’s final recommendation not to change from the current schedule.  According to information shared, 
approximately 78% of people who responded indicated they would like a change.  The following ideas were 
shared: 

o Mr. Mason said DCHS teachers are dedicated and will make any schedule work, but the Trimester 
schedule makes it difficult for everyone, especially for college hours.  Mr. Mason does not believe the 
Trimester schedule is most effective for DCHS. 

o Findings from last year’s scheduling committee determined that no “top schools” run on a Trimester 
schedule. 

o A four period schedule is preferred by teachers, but DCHS does not have adequate staff for a 4x4 
schedule. 

o A suggestion was made to revisit changing the current schedule.  There may have been a lack of clarity 
and perhaps there are other options that will meet student/staff needs. 

o A semester based schedule would be ideal for our school. 
o A 4x4 schedule won’t work for us because we offer too many classes now, especially now that college 

level courses are taught here. 
o It was suggested that SBDM take on the responsibility to look at previous findings (rather than to create 

an AdHoc committee) because the council has good representation.  Council members could possibly 
visit other schools. 

A motion to revisit a schedule change for DCHS was made by Lisa Hyland and seconded by Laurie Campbell.  The 
vote was approved by consensus. 



 
Student Communication 
Isaac O’Bryan, student representative, shared the following information with the SBDM council: 

 Unassigned parking is going smoothly (better than anticipated). 

 Students will be checking with Cathy Burden to see if they can help promote the magazine drive. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comments were expressed. 
 
Teacher Communication 

 There are questions regarding what was decided on the food policy.  Mr. Mason said the District policy must be 
followed and DCHS can address additional concerns as needed.  One concern in particular is food that students 
are bringing in when they check in.  Mr. Mason advised the council that those situations are addressed if noticed 
by personnel.  We continuously work to get the importance of the issue relayed to everyone. 

 
Prior Meeting Concerns & Follow-Up 

 We are saving postage by sending progress reports (and report cards) home with students. 

 Chad Alward hosted a parent tech help session for parents on August 15th.  We will continue to offer those 
sessions throughout the year. 

 
Next meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 30, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS Media Center.  A special 
meeting may be called if needed for the schedule review. 
 
Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn at 4:53 p.m. was made by Parker Driskill and seconded by Jessica Grimsley-Mounts. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


