
Superintendent From McLean County Asks For Parents' Help With Cyber-Bullying 

 

About three years ago I was introduced to the intoxicating lure of Facebook, a rapidly growing 

social- media site that offered an avenue for me to share information with a large number of 

individuals in a much accelerated fashion. At the time I was looking for ways to expand my own 

use of technology and stay in touch with students by hearing their concerns and by hopefully 

offering them access to me. As such, I signed on as a user to offer more accessibility for the 

public to contact me and also to have up-to-date information that pertained to McLean County 

Public Schools. Because of my proclivity to post school-closing information on my Facebook 

page first, I very quickly I accumulated a large following of “Friends” that hovered around my 

page on inclement weather days. Made up largely of district students and parents, my “Friend” 

totals quickly eclipsed the 1,000 mark and continued to grow in exponential fashion. And as is 

the case with most relationships, the honey-moon period was blissful           and full of mystery, 

wonder, and excitement. I was simply amazed at the number of people I could contact at the 

touch of a button, and spent considerable time reading the comments related to my postings. 

  

Since those early days, however, the sparkle and shine of my Facebook relationship has lost its 

luster. Admittedly never a daily user, I was blind to the public gossip that takes place at any 

given moment, and/or the torture chambers and traps that lay in wait for our children behind an 

inviting facade of well-placed bait and lure. Because of parental concern over bullying in our 

schools and my investigations into these incidents, I have, in recent months, witnessed the darker 

sides of this media beast, and my opinions about its over-all good to society have dramatically 

reversed course.  I have seen lives interrupted, corrupted, and even destroyed by the words and 

postings of my so-called “Friends”. I have read in amazement at the postings of adults and the 

negative encouragement that they give to children. I have witnessed parent postings on their 

children’s pages that carry hurtful messages to other children. I have seen parents fighting with 

each other in public postings where the entire free world is privy to their idiocy. In short, I have 

been appalled at the example that our adults are setting for our children. “What is it”, I have 

asked, “that makes other-wise loving, caring, and intelligent individuals engage in such heinous 

slander, filth, and profanity that they would never display in the public haunt of men?” 

  

Is there good that can come from Facebook? Absolutely there is, but at what cost? Facebook 

offers a place for students to express their individuality, to communicate and build relationships, 

to share pictures and stories, and to received and disperse information, but it unfortunately allows 

the former as well. As such, parents need to be keenly aware of the dangers that come in 

allowing Facebook access to their children and decide for themselves whether or not the inherent 

gain is worth the risks? For me, that decision is an easy one to make and will, undoubtedly, 

prove a challenge to enforce; but I will, one way or another, vow to that end. Folks, there is a 

reason that R rated movies come with an age restriction, as do the rights to drive, vote, and drink 

alcohol. For the same reasons there is a, much-too-young in my opinion, 13 year-old age limit to 

Facebook, yet many parents either don’t know this or simply allow their children to lie in order 

to have access. Again I ask, “What kind of example do we as adults set for our children?” Most 

parents would never dream of handing a 14 year-old a set of car keys or a six pack of beer 

because they know the consequences and potential dangers to their children and want to do 

everything that they can to protect them from harm.  

  



  

The horrors that guide our logic in the aforementioned decisions are based upon the physical 

damage that we shudder to imagine might happen if children were exposed to such dangerous 

instruments before “a responsible age”. And in reading through a myriad of Facebook posts by 

adults during a recent investigation, I have to wonder, “What the 'responsible age' for Facebook 

might be?” You see it’s not the physical dangers that scare me for our students; it’s the 

psychological scars that can be life altering for a youngster and, often times, invisible to the 

parent or teacher. I see this weekly in our schools as troubles that originated on Facebook are 

brought into our buildings and then manifest themselves in fights, arguments, and a host of other 

distractions. Facebook is intoxicating to our children and its addictive properties-both good and 

bad- are shaping young lives.  

  

My job is to educate, not preach or pass judgment. I cannot tell anyone how to raise their child, 

but it is incumbent upon me to provide any information that I have that can help educate parents 

about any danger impacting children in our school system. Technology is a wonderful and 

powerful thing, but as it’s said, “…with great power comes great responsibility”.   If you are not 

a Facebook user, I would encourage you to do some research before deciding to allow your child 

access. If you are a Facebook user and have children that are, then likely you have seen what I 

have seen, and I would encourage you to talk to your child about the dangers of becoming 

involved in conversation that is demeaning to others. My fellow administrators, teachers, and I 

are fighting a losing battle against bullying and psychological warfare being brought into your 

schools through avenues that parents have opened in their homes.   We are spending way too 

much time dealing with these issues and not enough time concentrating on the education of our 

children. We need help and we need it now.  

  

I held conversation with two different sets of parents this past week who were upset because 

their 9 year-old, and the other an 11 year-old respectively, were being bullied at home on 

Facebook by another student in their respective school. They wanted me to do something about 

it? Let me mention that again, they wanted me to do something about it! My response to both 

was, as politely as I could,  “Are you kidding me?  You are the parent; you pay the phone bill or 

the internet bill! Turn it off, take it away, protect your child as a parent should and quit asking 

schools to do it for you!” And you might imagine my surprise when both parents retaliated with 

pretty-much the same response, “That’s not fair that I should have to punish my child by taking 

away their Facebook because someone else is bullying them!”  

  

Now I am an educated man, and I have devoted my life to the pursuit of correcting ignorance, 

but my intelligence and ability have limits. Education is to ignorance what Tylenol is to a head-

ache, it’s the cure. I can work with ignorance, for this is just a lack of knowledge, but when it 

comes to rigid stubbornness and blatant blindness to facts, I lack the intelligence to cope in the 

politically correct fashion. Of course we are going to try to stop any bullying that is reported to 

us as happening on Facebook- inside or outside of school. As teachers and administrators, we put 

the safety and well-being of our students at the top of the list, and all reports of bullying will be 

investigated and dealt with in a timely fashion. We cannot, however, stop or limit the freedom of 

speech beyond our school walls and are, unfortunately, very much limited even there. What we 

can do is provide parents with the tools and education to stop cyber bullying in their homes 

and/or offer advice on where to seek help if they cannot.  



  

  

  

Education is to stubbornness what a screw-driver is to a nail, it just doesn’t help. We as 

educators are trying desperately to teach our children about the positive role that social media 

can, and should, play in their futures, but we are fighting an adult stubbornness that has no 

cure.  We need your consideration, attention, and help! Please, help us at home to stop this 

bullying, harassing, and general maligning between students that is bringing so many distractions 

and troubles into our schools via Facebook.  This social-media giant is an awesome tool if used 

responsibly, but in the hands of the ignorant or indignant, it’s a toxin that pollutes our children. I 

urge all parents to become involved in your child’s cyber-life, to know what they are posting, 

who they are talking to, and what they are talking about. Teach them what is right and what is 

wrong. As parents, it’s not only our right, it’s our responsibility. 

  

Tres Settle 

Superintendent 

McLean County Public Schools 

 

 

 

 


